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A BOUT Fourteen Years ago, 1 publiſhed a large 
Sacramental Catechiſm, for inſtructing Commu. 


nicants in the Nature of the Sacraments, eſpecially ' 
of the Lord's Supper, and the Work of Communic.:ting. 


But the Queſtions therein being numerous, and the Au- 


fwers large, and too burthenſome to the Memory, and 
the Book itſelf become ſcarce, ® I have compiled this hort 


Catechiſm for young Communicants, wherein the An- 
{wers are ſhort, and may be eaſily committed to Memo- 


ry; which 1 hope, by the Bleſſing of God, may be uſeful - 


to them (after learning the Aſſembly's Catechiſms) before 
their approaching the Lord's Table. F 
It is directed to ycung Per on-; becauſe the Time of 
Youth is a noble Seaſon for laying the Foundations of 
Chriltian Knowledge, and for getting Acquaintance with 
Jeſus Chrilt the Saviour of Souls. Were the Bar of Ig- 
norance early removed out of the Way, the Deſtruction 
of many precious Souls might be prevented: Let me 
therefore, in the firſt Place, intreat and obteſt all Chri- 
{tian Parents to be at due Pains to inſtruct their Children 
in the Knowledge of Cod, of their Miſery y Nature, and 
of their Need of Jeſus Chriſt the Saviour. As ye would 
deſire to prevent the Ruin of theſe who came out of your 
Bowels, and would not have them proving Croſſes to 
you. in this World, nor pouring out Curſes againſt you 
in the other World, ſee that ye tell them frequently of 
the Evil of Sin, the Excellency rf Codlineſs, and the Ha p- 
pineſs of true Believers and Lovers of Chriſt; teach them 


early to read, pray, and keep the Sabbath ; and let them 
never hear nor ſee any bad Example in your Practice. 


In the next Place, let me addreſs the Toung with the 
greateſt Earneſtneſs, to remember your Creator and Re- 
deemer in the Days of your Youth, Set about Salvation- 
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N 5 * The E ighth Edition ef Mr. Williſon's larger Catichiſm 


(wp Alterations and Amendments by the Author) has been 
ately publiſhed by the Printer herecf. * pre 
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Sinner is nearet the ſecond 
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work in this Age, which is the beſt Seaſon for it: the 
Heart is mope..teadey.and traQable-new, and will fooner 
melt theo ears for Sin, and ſooner kindle into 4 Flame 
of Love to Chriſt who ſuffered for Sin, than it will do af- 
terwards ; the Branches of a young Tree will eaſily bow 
and ply 0 the Wall, but When old they will not yield. 
5 is not improper here, John 
when he is old? Alas! an old 
ath than che ſecond Birth ; 


iii. 4. Can 4 Man be born 


910 


Ged. ys," will be Set de Aae ba to e 


Under the Law, God demanded' in Sacrifice the Firlt 
Fruits, and even | the green Ear, of Corn dried by the 


Fire, Lev. ii. 14. He would not ftay till they were "fully 


ripe, to teach us, how much he deſires the firſt of our 


Time, and the Service of Youth. © Youth is the Male of our 
Flock, and our Creator doth beſt deſerve it: There is no 
Muſick ſo melodious in God's Ears as the Voice of Young 
Perſons, their weeping, praying, praiſing, believing, re- 

benting, def, Chriſt, and covenanting with him. 
Again how p eaſing would it be to ourſelves, to look 

ck upon, 1 01 ſpent Youth ! How comfortable was it 


to Pol e's that could ſay when he was old, and tempt-. 


ed by the Perſecutors. to deny Chriſt, Theſe. Four ſcore 
Ron have T ſerved Chriſt, and I ever found him a good 
1 1: be fill dealt well with me, and 40 ſhall ? de- 
ry him! He began early to ſerve the Lord, and the Reflec- 
tion on it was pleaſant. Well then, let me, in the Bon- 


els of Chriſt, beſaech you, to hearken to his Calls, and 5 


kindly to, entertain. the Motions and Convictions of his 


Spirit in the Seaſon of Youth .; Why! Chriſt loves it 


beſt, and makes it the uſual Seaſon of converting and e- 


1H pouling Sinners to himſelf. If we look through among ; 
the People of God, we will bardly find one of a Hundred, 


but; who, will date his firſt Acquaintance with Chrilt from : 


_ Soul, and ſhould not be ſpent in Vanity. 
Bat, ſeeing there is no Time in, Youth ſo critical as 


he Tune of our firſt endes, 'I wu warn all 
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the time of Youth, This is then a critical Time for the | 
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' young Perſons to take heed how they manage it ; then it 


is that the Soul is betwixt ſinking and ſwimming ':; If it 
be well managed, the Soul is happy for ever; for it is 


a ſpecial Seaſon for cloſing with Chriſt, and getting Ac- 


quaintance with him: But, if it be wrong managed, the 


Loſs is generally irreparable; for many, by their careleſs 


approaching to this holy Table at the firſt, do provoke. 
God to ſmite them with judicial Heart-plagues,. ſuch, as 
Deadneſs, Formality, ind a careleſs Spirit in attending 
Ordinances. all their Days. Whereas others, who have 
been helped to manage their Preparation-work with Care 
and Diligence, have found, to their ſweet Experience, 
that the time of their pan hearing, praying, and 
communing with their own Hearts, before their firſt Ap- 
proach, was the Time of the Lord's beginning a gracious 
Work in them, and making ſaving Impreſſions upon their 
Souls; yea, to many, it hath been the Tine of their 
Eſpouſals to Chriſt, when they got the Intimation of their 
Pardon, and the Aſſurance of God's Love, which they 
have been helped to remember with Comfort all their 
Lives after, and hath proven very uſeſul to them in the 
Day of Affliction, and upon a Death- beet. 

Look well then to your Behaviour at this Time; for 
now it is you are to renew your Baptiſmal Covenant, and 


become Chriſtians by your own free Choice, Now you 
are to enter into the State of adult Church-members, and 


to be admitted into full Communion with the Church, 
and to ſhare of the Privileges of God's Children, ſealed 


to you in Baptiſm. Now you are to lay the Groundsſtone 


of your ſpiritual Building, to wit, your Salvation-work, 


and, if you take not Care to dig deep and found well, the 


Building will never be ſecure : See then that you dig deep, 


by Self-ſearching, Humiliation, and renouncing Selſ-righ- 


teouſneſs and every falſe Foundation, till ye win at laſt 
to the Rock Chriſt, and his moſt perfect Righteouſneſs, 
which is ſufficient to bear all the Weight you can lay up- 


on it, either of your 7Juſi;fication, your Sancti fication, or 
your Clorification. Seeing then ſo much doth depend up- 
on this firtt Step, rent need have you to cry to the Lord 
to give you Coun 


and hep from fumbling in the Threſhold. 


el; Lord, guide me with thy Counſel, 
"A3 von 
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Tou have many excellent Helps provided already for 
your Inſtruction and Direction in this Caſe; tho? tis ſad- 
ly to be regreted, that great Ignorance (till remains among 
| the Young, oſ the Nature and End! of this ſealing Ordi- 
| | nance, of the Graces to be exerciſed; and the Act of Faith _ 
|| , Tequifite-in Communicating, of the Preparation needful > | 
before their Approach, and particularly of the Work of 


\ 


(| Self-examingtion. As a Remedy for this Ignorance, I AF | 
b Hunibly offer you this ert Catechi/m, which you may y 
| 


get by Heayt, and be ready to anſwer to theſe who are 
I willing to inſtru& and aſſiſt you at this critical Junfture 
| | of your firſt Approach: Alſo, I have drawn up fome ſpe- 8 
| | cial Queſi ions for ſecret Self-examination, by which you 
may be aſſiſted in trying the State of your Souls, and your 
Right before God to his holy Table; and I wiſh you 
may make Uſe of them in a conſcientious Manner, before 
you adventure to approach to it. It is eaſy to get Man: 
Approbation, or a Toten from a Miniſter, who cannot 
Judge of your inward State; but be not ſatisfied with that, 
nor with any Thing, till you get ſomething of a Teſti- 
wony from Gon/cience, and a Warrant from the Maſler 
of the Feaſt, „ . 85 
And, ſeeing there is ſo much at Stake with yorng Com- 
municants at their firſt Approach, it is incumbent upon 
Miniſters to take more Pains upon them than upon others, 
according to the Recommendation of the General Aſſee- 
iy 1706, Sell. 12 the Tenor whereof follows; “ The 
General Aſſembly hereby recommends it to the ſeveral 
„ Miniſters within this National Church, to take as {tric |; 
%a Trial as can be, of ſuch as they admit to the Lord's- 
Supper, eſpecially before their firſt Admiſſion thereto ; 
and that they diligently inſtruct them, particularly as 
to the Covenant of Grace, and the Nature and End of 
„ that Ordinance as a Seal thereof; and charge upon their 
F< Conſciences the Obligations they ly under from their 
% Baptiſmal Covenant, and rioutly exhort them to re- 
i new the ſame.” And it is the Opinion of many worthy 
Miniſters, that there ought to be ſomething of a public 
KRenewing of this Covenant, as well as a private. 
In the mean Time, that we may follow the Aſſembly's 2 
Directions with Perſons before their firſt Aamiſſion, Fs 1 | 
1 | | | © MD : needtu . 
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1 . needful that they make known their Deſign to Miniſters 
ſeveral Weeks before the Adminiſtration, that they may 


2 have ſufficient Time to try them, inſtruct them, explain 
s x their Baptiſmal Engagements to them, and charge them 
> 8 home*upon wenb ) P 3 

If we find them weak in Xnowledge, we may try their 


. Capacity and Deſire to learn, by preſcribing a Taſk to 
1 ſtdbem againſt ſome Day thereafter; ſuch as, 1//, Cetting 
„ % Heart ſo many Queſtions of the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 
1 vor any other, and learning the Meaning thereof. Or, 2d, 
„The Reading of ſome +" ky of the Bible, eſpecially 
._ | theſe which narrate the Sufferings of Chrilt, and requir- 


ing them to be in Readineſs to give ſome Account there- 
of. Or, 3dly, The Reading ſome Part of a practical Book 
upon the Sacrament, and calling them to give ſome Ace 
count of the ſame. Or, t, Enjoining them to take 


any Week-day, and to tell what they remember thereof. 
Or, 5thly, - Requiring them to humble themſelves, and 
pray much in ſecret at this Time, and to be ready at next 
Meeting to give Account what Sins they have been mourn- 
ing over, and what Things they have been praying for, 
in the View of their approaching unto the Table of the 
Lord. And, for taking ſufficient Trial of them, it may 
be proper to cauſe them come frequently to us. In the 
' mean Time, it is fit we ſhould conſult with the Elders, 
and enquire about their Carriage and Character, before 
we come any great Length with them. 44 


Place, to take a private Dealing with them, by enquir- 
ing into the Senſe and Feeling they have of Religion up- 


Eſlate, and of the Evil of Sin? what Thoughts they 
have of Chriſt 2 what they have been doing for their Souls 


Self-examination ? what Influence Sermons haye had up- 
on their Hearts? what Diſcoveries God hath made of 


„ + neſs of Heart they have found in Prayer, or in confeſſing 


$ of Sin? what are really their Ends and Deſigns in defir- 


ful | 4 | 
- 3 k 1 5 
* 1 7 L 


heed to the firſt Sermons they ſhall hear upon Sabbath or 


in Secret, by way of Prayer, Reading, Meditation, or 


# 


As to thele, concerning whoſe Knowledge and Beha- 
viour we are ſome way ſatisfied, it is needful, in the next 


on their Souls; what Senſe they have of their natural 


Sin, or of Chriſt unto them? what Meltings or Tender- 
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ing Acceſs to this holy Ordinance ? and what Things 
they have been meurning over, and praying for, in the 


View thereof? And, in order to excite them, and to get 


the better Proof and Diſcovery of them, it is not impro- 


per to pray with them, and cauſe them to pray with us. 
And likewiſe, we ought to infilt much with them upon 


the Nature and Neceffity of Regeneration, and of Faith 


in Telus Chriſt ; and to open up to them the Nature of 


the Covenant of Grace, with the ſeveral Parts and Ar- 


ticles thereof, and the Obligations they are already brought 
under to accept of, and adhere thereunto, by their Bap- 
Grace, which Communicants, are to accept of, and engage 
unto, they are pretty fully laid open in the Propo/al ſub- 
16ined to this Catechiſm, for renewing our Baptiſmal 
Engagements, and in the Example of perſenal Cove- 
nanting, which I hope young Perſons and others will ſeri- 
oully conſider and deliberate upon. 6 
After we have found them in ſome Meaſure qualified 
for receiving Tokens, it would be much for Edification 
to bring them ſome way in publich, at leaſt before the 


E Ide ra, to make Profeſſion of their Faith, and a. Keccg-o 


*. 


335 Trinity, renoum ing the Enemies thereof, and de- 
icating themſelves, to the Three in One: Alſo, by de- 
clareng their Acceptahce of Chriſt in all his Offices, and 
engageng themſelves to make Conſcience of all the Duties 
of Chriſtianity. All which I have opened, and particu- 
Jarly-infilted upon, in the ſaid Propoſal; and which, with 
the greateſt Humility, I would recommend to the mature 


Zition of their Baptiſmal Covenant, by owning the glo- 


Thoughts of.. both: Miniſters and People. Well, after 
he Catechumens have given ſatisfying Anſwers to the 


Queſtions propoſed. to them, have conſented to their ap- 


tiſmal £ ir, inch vet opened up and explained to them, 
5 x 


and have undertaken. perfonally to renew Covenant in 
ſeeret with God in thefe Terms before they epproach to 


his Table; it is fit to give them their Toteni, declaring 
that they are now admitted in the State and Privileges of 
adult Church Members, and to full Communion with the 


f zurch; and, upon this Oecaſion, to give them ſuitable 
Hitections and Encouragements :; concluding all, by giu- 


1 ' 
; , 


tiſm. As for the Parts and Articles of the Covenant of 
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Ang up and eee e young Perſons to the Grace 
of God in ſolemn and fervent Prayer. This was the an- 
cient and primitive Practice. The ./o/emn Dedication in 
Uſe among the Churches of Macedonia is commended by 
the Apoſtle, 2 Cor. viii. g. They gave themſelves firſt to the 
Lord, and then tous by the Will of God. O if this Practice 
woeere happily revived and brought in among us! how edi- 
+ fying, inltructing and confirming would it prove to all the 
Members of the Church ! what Obligations would it lay 
upon them to ſtudy Holineſs of Life, to diſtinguiſh them- 
elves from the Wor'd, to deſire and delight in Chriſtian, 
Society, and to love, quicken, admoniſh and edify one a- 
*-nother! I know. nothing that would beget a deeper Senſe 
of the relative Duties of Church-niembers one to another, 
ts which we are ſo often, exhorted in the New Teſtament, 2 
the Senſe and Practice whereof is almoſt loſt in moſt Chriſ- 
tian Churches. I am fully perſwaded the Neglect of this 
» antient Practice hath done much harm to Religion, by 
Conttibuting to encourage and cheriſh a formal and lazy 
Profeſſion, yea looſe and untender Walking, and the a- 
bounding of Immoralities among many, which otherwiſe 
might liave been prevented. . 
I know, ſomething of this Practice of renewing the Bap · 
* ti/mal Covenant is oblerved in private by feveral Minilters, 
and ſome have done it more publickly to good Advan- 
tage: Yea, I have known this Method and Practice very , 
much owned of God, having been accompanied with much 
Ienderneſs, and many Tears, among the young. People, 
one of them contributing to affect another, and which hath 
made very moving Impreſſions upon the whole Audience: 
And 1 doubt not but ſuch Opportunities have been to ſe- 
verals the happy Occaſions of their £/pox/als to the Lord 
Jieſus, which they will thankfully remember, and bleſs 
-: God for, not only while they are in Time, but through 
Eternity. It would be a deſirable Thing, and a Token 
+> for Good, if the General Aſjemily would maturely con- 


* 


ſider this Affair, and commend it to the uniform practice 
of the Church, Which, through the Bleſſing of God, 
might be of great Uſe to he, our woſul Breaches, unit 

Hur Hearts, and revive ſerious Religion and the Power of 
VBodlineſs among us. 58 5 


Ano⸗ 


/ 


ning and relieving to them through the various Periods 
and Trials of their Wilderneſs-journey : Upon which 


feſſion and external Dedication. And every adult Perſon, 
who hath truly believed the Goſpel, and cloſed with God 
i Chrilt, hath covenanted with God, not only externally, #7 


and implicitely, others do it formally and explicitely. 1 


their God, and giving up themſelves unto him, do all of 


| . * o . 11 
to the Lord anew by his ſolemn Vow or Promiſe; and ol 
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Another Thing which I recommend in this Catechiſm, 
in order to young Communicants their worthy partaking, 
and comfortable walking with God, is ſecret perſonal 
Tranſacting and Covenanting with God before they ap- 
proach. - This is a Practice highly recommended, and F 
much inſiſted upon, by worthy Mr. Cutherie, Mr. Couge, 
Mr. Allein, wi many other practical Writers; This hath 


been the ancient Practice of the moſt eminent Saints f 


God in this Land, and alſo in other Parts of the Chriſti: 
an World; It hath been a Mean of helping-them to much 
ſolid Peace and Joy in Believing, and hath been quick- 


Account many of God's People have had Cauſe to bleſs 
his Name for determining them to comply with the Ad- 
vice of early Covenanting with God: And I am afraid the 
great Decay oſ Religion in our Day may be very much 
imputed to the Neglect of this Practice. 4748 
But, that we ww underſtand the Nature of this Work, 


174 


and our Warrant for it the better; let theſe Things be 


, Fo 8 ; , 195 
conſidered in the i Place, That all of us have cove- 4 


nanted with God, either one Way or another. Every bap- 
tized Perſon hath covenanted with God by a viſible Pro- 


ID OT 
4 


but in Reality ; and of theſe, ſome do it only virtually, 


Theſe who ſincerely accept of the Goſpel-offers, and cloſe A 5 


with God in Chriſt, which is ſtill by chuſing the Lord for 1 Þ 


them virtually covenant with God; and ſurely their state 
is to be reckoned good and ſaſe who really do ſo. Bote 
beſides, there is a formal and explicite Covenanting with op, 
God, when a Man doth profeſſedly renew his Baptiſmi % 

Dedication, and in an expreſs Manner doth bind himſel $ 


this we may do ſeveral Ways, either by the jnword 4" g 
and Outgoings of the Soul to God, or by the outwar' 1 


Mord and Expreſſions of the Mouth, or by drawing '/ 
the ſame in Writing, and ſubſcribing it with the Had EF 


N PREFACE, OR . 
And the more expreſs we are in this Matter, it is ſo much 


the better for evidencing our Faith, clearing up our In- 
> tereſt in Chriſt, and for fixing and binding our Hearts 

the more ſtrongly vnto God, And we have ſufficient 

47 Foundation for alf this in God's Word: For, when Va- 
i is foretelling a great Converſion of Sinners unto the 
Tord, which fell out partly at the Return of the Jews 
from Babylon, and more eſpecially at the turning of the 
© Centile Nations nnto the Lord in the Goſpel-times, he 


: 2: repreſents their Management thus, Ja. xliv. 5. One ſhall 
3 1 ſay, lam the Lord's; and another ſhall call himſeif by 
the Name of Jacob; and another ſhall ſubſcribe with his 


7 TI Hand unto the Lord. That is, they ſhall all cheerfully 
1% renew Covenant with God, and conſent ro their Part of 
je the Covenant, ſome one Way, and ſome another; ſome 
h more implicitely, and others more explicitely ; and the 
Zeal of one will provoke another. Some ſhall fay, I am 
+. the Lord's; that is, I will be his only, his wholly, and 
0 1 his for ever; 1 will be for his Intereſts, for his Uſe, and 
. 1 for liis Praiſe. Others, again, ſhalt call themſelves by the 
Name ef Jacob; that :s, they ſhall incorporate them- 
ſelves with the People of God, join with them in the Pro- 
feſſion of Religion, and put on the Character and Livery 
od of God's Family; They ſhall aſſociate with God's People, 
and act for their Good and Welfare. But there are o- 
thers who ſhall ſubferibe with their Hand to the Lord; 
1. that is, they ſhall manage this Trauſaction with greater 
/ Exactneſs and Solemnity : They ſhall draw up a Writing, 
cor lh and ſign it, as Men do for the confirming and fixing of F 
1 of Bargain: And ſeeing Men take this Courſe in other Af. 
* kairs of Importance, why ſhould we not think it proper to 


Bot 40 it when we make aCovenant-dedicaticn of ourſelves to 
wich be Lord, which is an Affair of the greateſt Importance? 
1 


ma hen we draw up a Summary of what we engage bath to 


W 2 and to do, and ſign it with our Hand, we give a Teſ- 


and ony of our acting in this Matter with Conſideration, 
4 1.8 eartineſs. and Refolution, We are apt to forget what 
_ do by Word of Mouth, but Writing would 22 * 
the Memory of our Soul's Tranſaction with God. And 


oF p "FEM + 
ng uj 1 
4 


| Path not God diſcovered this noble Tavention of Writing 
an BE” us for ſuch excellent ſacred Purpoſes as this is? And 
= e farely 
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ſurely theſe who duly conſider the Worth of their Souls, 
the Weight of Eternity, and the Treachery of their Hearts 
and Memorics, will not count this an unneceſſary Taſk or 
Burden. We ſee how expreſs, exact and ſolemn Moſes, 
Joſhua and Nehemiah were in an Affair of this Kind: 
When the People were to renew Covenant with God, 
they cauſe write the Covenant, and read it over in their 
Hearing; The People by their Direction, gave expreſs 
Conſent, and many of them ſet their Seals unto it; and 
they ſet up ſtone Pillars to preſerve the Remembrance of 
what they did, £ xod. Xxiv. 4, 7. Joſh. xxiv. 26, 27. Neh. 
ix. 38. They were ſo ſenſible of the Forgetfulneſs and 


gagement to the Lord and his Service. And ſurely they 
who bear honeſt Minds, will not ſtartle at giving 4//u- 


Hearts, will not think them unneceſſary. 


B elieving? 


Treachery of Mens Hearts and Memories, they judged A 
all this needful to make ſuitable Impreſſions upon them, 
and to maintain the Senſe of their Dedication, and En- 


rances ; and they who know the Deceitfulneſs of their own f 
Queſt. Js not per ſenal Covenanting the ſame Thing uit) 


Anſw. Les, it is; only it hath an agreeable Mixture in 
it of Repentance and Love, which ſaving Faith is never 
without. Faith is the great aniting Grace, which brings; 
Chriſt and the Soul together; it is the Hand that takes 
hold of God's Covenant, and brings us within the Bond o- 
it. What is per/onal Covenanting, but a very ſolemn, 
_ explicite, and particular exerting of ſaving Faith in its va- 
| rious Acts, as fuch, its accepting, appropriating, apply- 1 
ug and reſigning Acts: What is Faith, but the Outgoings 
of the Soul to God through the Mediator? And what are 
theſe Outgoings, but the Soul's taking God for his God, 
and devoting itſelf to him, which is per/onal Covenanting * 
And upon this Account it is, that Faith is ſometimes ex, 
preſt by an avouching the Lord to be our Cod, Deut. xxvi. 
17. ſometimes by a yielding ourſelvss to the Lord, : 
. Chron. xxx. 8. and a giving ourſelves in the Lord, 2 Cor. 
. vill, 5. ſometimes by e/ pon ſing Chriſt as our Husband, 
2 Cor. xi. 2. and being married to Chriſt, Rom. vii. 4. 
Vea, it is called a joining ourſelves to the Lord in Cove. 
ant, Jer. I. 5. and amatking Covenant with Cad, 125 . 
K. i | . V 
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C. Xin 
I. 5. fo that Believing and Copenanting are the ſame; I 
mean Believing'in a large Senſe. And indeed the Nature 
A of ſaving Faith doth neceſſarily import Cevenanting; for 
I 
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it hath in it, not only the Aſent of the Underſtanding, 
| but alfo the Cenſent of the Will to embrace God's Offer of 

Salvation through Cbriſt. There is in it a full Conſent of 
, the Soul to Chriſt,” not only as a Prieft and Saviour, but 


alſo as a King and Ruler, which mult have in it the Sonl's 


© mk . 
n 


Engagement to new Obedience. 
d 13 Queſt. How ſpall I take'up this Matter aright 2 Somes- 
f times T am called io covenant with Cod without any Men. 
5 tion of Chriſi, ſometime? to cloſe with Chriſt only, and 
| q © ſometimes to come to God in Chriſt, © . 
Anſu. Tho? Chriſt be not always mentioned in the 
wg Calls given us to covenant with God, yet it is itil] under- 
i” ' ſtood; for the Thing is fo clear in Scripture, that all who 
live under the Goſpel are fappoſed to know, that there 
is no tran ſacting with God, nor dealing with him, but in, 
by, or through Chriſt the Mediator. Hence God is faid 
„to bereconciled to us in Chriſt, 2 Cor. v. 19. and that 
th the Father is well plea/ed in Chriſt, Mat. xvii. 5. and that 
. he accepts us in Chrilt, Eph. i. 6. And hence we are ap- 
mn pointed to come to God by Chriſt, Heb. vii. 25. arid to 
believe in God by Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 21. Why? Chrilt be- 
8s ing our only Mediator, and alſo God-Man in one Per- 
c ſon, he is now God's Repreſentative to us, and the fit 
9" 7 Tryſting-place betwixt God and us; and it is in bim 
only that we can meet with God. The Name, the Na- 
ture and Perfections of God are in Chriſt ; ſo, when we 


only in, by, or through Chriſt that we are to cloſe with 
& 2x God as our God and Portion. . AY 
Vi. 7 | Queſt. Can our perſonal Covenanting, or renewing our 


> Baptiſmal Covenant, be reckoned a bringing in of any. o- 


9 
ad WJ cher Covenant beſides the Covenant of Grace ? 
nd, x 


. « s 


Anſw. No; for our Covenanting with God is nothing 


- 4- dut our Conſenting to the Covenant of Grace, or to the 
we. Method of Salvation propoſed therein to us thro' Chrilt 
n f the 
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nant from the Covenant of Grace, than our Believing. 


| haps underſtand it merely of God's gracious Promiſes to 1 


and Contrivance of our Salvation through Jeſus Chriſt; 


God, as well as God's Promiſes to them, P/a/. Ixxviii. 37. 


to the Duties required of the Covenanted, and engage 


| Conſent of ours, the making of. a Covenant with him, 


bles us to give Conſent to the Covenant, and do any +; 


the Mediator; which is Believing: So that our perſonal nu 
Covenanting can no more be reckoned. a different Cove- 


As rc 


That which occaſions Miſtakes in ſome is, the different 
Notions they have of the Covenant of Grace; they per- 


us in Chriſt, and indeed it is ſometimes ſo taken in Scrip- 4 
ture, Pſal. exi. 5. Eph. ii. 12. But the Covenant of Grace 
is commonly taken in a large Senſe, for the whole Scheme 


2 Fe” 


and then it includes all the Duties of the Covenanted to 


Heb. viii. 10. God has thought fit to adopt the Moral 7 
Law into the Covenant of Grace, as a Rule of Life to 
all who come into it, and ſhare of its Promiſes ; though 1 


— 


in the mean Time I 90 that Strength to obey this Law, 
is a Bleſſing promiſed in the Covenant of Grace, as freely 4% 
as any other Bleſſing in it. Now, when we con/ent to, 
the Covenant of Grace, or take hold of it, we muit not 
only accept of the Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation 
through Chriſt offered therein, but we muſt alſo: cor/ent is 


to them; we malt; conſent to Chriſt as a Ruler, as well 'q 
as a Saviour: And God is graciouſly pleaſed to call this 


and is well pleaſed with it, Pſal. I. 5. Jer. xxxiv. 18. Fs 
Jer. I. 5. which may be admired as an Evidence of | his 


wonderful Goodneſs and Condeſcenſion, that he ſhould 2 


put ſuch Honour and Reſpect upon our feckleſs Endea- 


wp, 


be 
* 


vours: For indeed the Covenant is properly only of % 
God's making, and not ours, in regard he is the ſole 


Deviſer of it; and it is he that, by his free Grace, en- 


Part in it. And as this Covenant is all Grace, we muſt 


ſee that the free Grace of God in Chriſt get all the Glory 
of our Salvation: And therefore we malt be careful to 


remember, that the Duties of the Covenanted, to which 


we engage, or even Faith itſelf, are not properly thje 
Counter-part or Condition on the Side of the Covenanted, + 
to which the Promiſes of Pardon and Salvation are pro- 
perly annexed: For, though theſe be required of us, and 
5 | e muſt 
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nuſt neceſſarily be performed, ſo that without them there 
is no Salvation; yet we mult ſtill bear in Mind, that it is 
only the Obedience, Satisfaction or Righteouſneſs of Chriſt 
bur Surety, which is the proper and pleadabie Condition 
In the Covenant of Grace before God, of our Juſtification 
to "And Salvation; and to this only we mult look as the great 
1P- Meritorious Condition, to which all the Promiſes of the 
ace Covenant are properly annexed. | 
me Queſt. In what Reſpet then is Faith, Repentance, or 
it; New. Obedience required of us in this Covenant ? 

to Anſw. Faith is required as the great Mean or Inſiru- 
37+ nent for intereſting us in the Surety's Righteouſneſs ; and 
ral * epentance, Love and New-Obedience are required as the 
to RF vidences of this Faith, and as a Teſtimony of our Gra- 
gh Fitude to God for his free Love to us in Chriſt, but are no- 
W, "wiſe Conditions for purchaſing any Mercy or Bleſſing what; 


ely # pmever. F bs nes Vt FR 
to  =- Having thus cleared the Nature of the Duty of per- 
Ot ona. Covenanting, and our Warrant for it; ſeeing it is 
on phothing but a ſolemn, and explicite exerting of the vari- 
nt Sus Acts of Faith, let me beſeech all young Folk, in God's 
ge Strength, to eſſay the Duty in the moſt expreſs and exact 
ell aaner, not only by Word, but by Writ alſo. I know 

ais ome have abuſed this Practice, and have relied pre- 
, Jumptuouſſy upon it, but that ſhould not make us reject 
8. he lawful Uſe of a Thing fo well warranted, and in 
Is which the Saints of God have found ſo much Profit and 


* 


Id Sweetneſs. And the more ſolemm and expreſi they have 
a- peen in their Covenanting, leaning wholly upon their 


of Furety's Strength, they have ſtill had the more Satisfaction 
le and Comfort in it. | N x; 
a- "2; Well then, young People, intended Communicants, 
1y what ſay ye to it? Are ye inclined to this Covenant- 
ſt Tranſaction with God, or not? If ye knew the Advan- 
ry Rage and Comfort of it, I am ſure ye would not be averſe 
o 


to it: Would ye be entitled to the Bleſſings of God's 
h Covenant of Grace, and clear up your Intereſt therein? 


e 0 t is ſurely an excellent Mean for both, to be ſeriouſly 
l, fiming at ting hold of the Covenant in a way of expreſs 
- Tranſatting with God: And remember when I call yau 


xvi. PR EA OE. „ 
to it, I call you to engage to no more than what vou ier 
are already engaged to by your Baptiſin; for it is juſt a. 
the ſame Covenant you are to conſent to now, which 
you conſented to by your Parents then; only now, ye el 
are to ratify' your Parents Deed by your voluntary Cen. 3, 

ſent and perſonal Ke ſignation, and to be ſome what more 
expteſs and particulor in your Engagements. The which Cb 


* 
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if ye refuſe to do, your Baptiſm will not profit you, Tn 
but ſtand as a Witneſs againſt you. Lay your e 
then to your Heart, and reſolve what to do; for God is 
ſtill waiting on you, and ſaying, Chuſe you this Day f 
you will ſerve; My Halt ye betwixt two Opinions © Cone 
lie Amaziah, who willingly'offered himſelf unto the Lord, 
I Chron. xxii 16. O young Communit ants, let your heart; 8 
begin to melt, and your Eyes to drop, for your long an 
Rebellion and Backwardneſs to yield to your vightful ft 
Owner. If Chriſt be coming to you in Streams of Blood, th 
it is fit you go to meet him with Floods of Tears for Sin 
If you be to ſev] a Govenant with God, ſee that ye come an 
to an open Rupture” with all the Enemies of God; pre. 
ſently break League with Sin, Satan and the World, and 
come and make an Offer of yourſelves, Sou and Body, 
unto the Lord, and do it with the greateſt Seriouſneſs and 
Solemnity; and to be fare he will in zowiſe reject your Of- 01 
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fer, nor caſtiyoioup.! 0! | | 2 
i: As for you Who are acquainted with this Duty, Who 
have made a Cevenant-tranſaction with God formerly, 
and have done it, perhaps with conſiderable Solemnity 0 
and Exactneſs; let me ex hort you not to reſt here, but 
frequently reviſe and renew your Tranſaction. You think 'S 
it your Duty frequently to renew your Aas of Repen- ff 
tance, and why not alſo to renew the Actings of Faih 
and Love by perſonal Covenanting with God? Your g 
frequent aiming at this, would ſerve both to ſtrengthen 
your Faith, and to evidence the Truth and Reality of it 
- unto you: For, as a Chriſtian ſhould perfiſt in repenting 
for sin, till he know that he truly repents; ſo he ſhoud 
believe — exert Faith in its different Acts of approv- 
ing, applying, renouncing, accepting; appropriating, giv- 
ing Gs nd ſurrendering, till bo Fiat he my be 3 

Rte 85 ieves , 


RES PE + 8 
u gieves. Your frequent aiming to renew theſe Acts in a 


We 1 e e | p | 4 
ut! blem Way, is the belt Way for you both to get and 


oo ep Sight of your-Intereſt, in Chriſt. And, for the poor 


5e *Behever that is complaining of walking in Darkneſs, and 
5% Fs ſadly oppreſſed with Doubts and Jealouſies about the 
dre Truth of his Faith, and the Reality of his Intereſt in 
ich Chriſt, I know no better Remedy than this very Practice. 
I might recommend ſeveral Seaſon as proper for renew- 
oh ng your ſolemn Dedications and Covenant-TranſaQtions 
„ With God; ſuch as the Time of imminent Danger, or 
ſome great Strait, or when you fall into ſome great Sin, 


Elf a Willingneſs anc, firm Reſolution to do it, then eſ- 

\ "py to do it with the greateſt Self-deniedneſs, Seriouſneſs 
dut and Solemnity ; fit down on your Knees, and again read it 
unk | WO he | 

, Over, and, pauſing after every Article, look up to God 
Ci in Chriſt for Strength, before you give your Con/ent and 
, u Amen to it; and then, after all, take the Pen, as in the 
our "Sight and Preſence of an All. ſeeing God, and /##/cribe 
nen 02th your Hand to the Lord. | 
fit e 0 
oulc 2 
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Concerning Man's Natural Eſtate. 


Anſw. In a wofal miſerable Eſtate, wanting || 


Queſt. [ N what Eſtate was you horn ? 


the Image and Favour of God, which Man a 


firft had; and with a ſinful Nature, prone to what is evi], 


backward to what Is good, and expoſed to the Wrath ol 
| God both here and hereafter. 


Q. How came yen to be born in this E Nate ? 
A. Becauſe of my Deſcent from ſinful. Adam, who fel 


from his Happineſs, by breaking Covenant with God, 


and incurring the Penalty thereof; whereby he loſt al 


his Grace, and was wholly unable to recover himſelf. 


Q. Is fallen Man left without Hope in this miſerabl, , 
Ellate ? © 


me 


0 


5 
1 0 


A. No; there is a noble Remedy provided: For, 5 
though the 0/d Covenant be broken and diſſolved, ther 5 
is an excellent Neu Covenant contrived, yea, revealel 0 
and tendered unto loſt Signers of Mankind: t 
3 3 — 

5 | | ar 
Sonnig the. T wo Covenants. un 
4 

Q HA are theſe Covenants which God hatl\ 
made with Man? . 

A. The Covenant of Works, and the Covenant Ml 70 
C race. | Oh 

Q. By which of theſe two C ovenants ts ut that you cas 
be . ? = 

4 nl! . 
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9 
A. Only by the Covenant of Grace, which is called the 
1 ew Covenant; © 


Q. What is the Covenant of Ih orks * 


A. It is God's Agreement with Adam and Eve, wire: 


in he promiſed them Life upon their perfect Obedience 


0 his Laws, and threatned Death opon their, Diſobedience. 


Q. Why Cannot yeu be ſaved by the Covenant ef Works # 


* A. Beeauſe I am rieither able to fulßl the Condition, 
| Hor vnderly the Penalty of it; hat ig, I can neither give 


zerfet Obedience to God's Law, nor bear his Wrath 


| which is due for breaking it. 


Q. What is the Covenant of Grace, by which you are 


| t be ſaved? 


A. It is God's gracious. paction with Elect Sinners in 


beit, in which he is pleaſed mercifully to offer and 
miſe Salvation to all poor fallen Sinners of Adam's ſacs 
"bo believe in his Son Jeſus Chriſt. 


QM bo are theſe that truly believe in him © 

A. They are ſuch, who, being made ſeofible of their 
loſt Eſtate, are content to receive Jeſas Chriſt as their 
gurety and Saviour, and to depend upon his Righteouſ- 
meſs and Satisfaction to Divine Juſtice, as the only Ground 


pf their Juſtification before God; and are reſolved, in his 


rength, to ſhew forth their Faith by a fincere Love and 


iS Obedience to God. 


2 Why is this new C open called a Covenant of Grace 5 
A. To deſtinguiſh it from the Covenant, of Works 


* wherein the Ground of a Man's Jultification was ſome- 
| thing done by the Man himſelf; whereas, in this New 


Covenant, the Ground of a Man's Jultification is ſome- 
ting done by a Surety in his Room: And alſo, becauſe 


the Surety himfelf, and all the Bleſſings of this Covenant 
are molt gracious and free Gifts, beltowed by God upon 
undeſerving and ill. deſerving Creatures, who could do 


Fa to obtain them. 
Q; How can this Covenant be altogether of Grace, whey 


x path ts required of «s as the Condition 1 intereſt us in 
be Bleſſings of it, and likewiſe good Works to ſhew ferth 


cu Faith? 


A. Tho' both theſe be required of 1 us, yet the Grace 
1 F producing that Faith 


and theſe Works is promiſed to 
B 2 u 


20 The Young C ommupicant 5 * 
us in this Covenant, as freely as any other Bleſſing i in it; 
upon which Account, this Covenant is frequently called i in P 5 
Scripture a Teſtament, + Fx. 1 
Q. Why is this C open anf called a Teſtament? . 
A. Becauſe all the Bleſſings and, good Things bb oy x 
therein, are freely bequeathed and made over to the Elect, | 
as Legacies left and made ſure to them by the Death of je. 
ſus Chrilt the Teſtator ; and alſo, in it there is Grace left 
them to perform all the Duties required of them. 
Q. Mhat are the principal Legacies in this Teſtament * 
A. Pardon of Sin, Deliverance from Wrath, Peace with 
God, all the Graces of the Spirit, with Perſeverance there. 
in to the End ; Safety through Death, Reſurrection to Life, 
and eternal Glory- 7 
Q. How is it that this 83 or Teſtament is eſta. 4 
Bliſhed and confirmed to us ?\ . 
A. By the Death and Blood of Jeſus Chriſt the Mediator q 
and Teſtator of it ; and by the outward Signs and Seals 
which he hath inſtituted to be diſpenſed to * with the 
ee of; the W 
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Concerning, the Seal 'of the Cds 


WI arethe Seals of the C ovenant of Grace? © 0 
A. The Two Sacraments, Baptiſm and the 
Lord's Supper. HF 

Q. Fer what End hath 2 od appointed theſe Sacrament: * 
or Seals ® 7 

A To be ſacred Sgns, Memorials and Pledges of his 3 
Mercy to us through a crucified Jeſus, he being the great 
Surety and Sacrifice to which we are appointed conſtantly ro oh 
look for Pardon, Grace and Glory. 8 

Q. Why are Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper call: J 7 
Seals of the Covenant of Grace? _ 3 
A. Becauſe, like ſealed Charters, they confirm and aſ- * a 
ſure us of the Certainty of the Covenant, and all its n ni 1 
ed Bleſſings; and particularly, that God is willing, in anf > 
through Chrilt, to > be a God to bs, and to take us for his x, 
People. | 5 
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\$ gat! is Baptiſm?" © N 5 
1 A. It is the ſacred Waſhing, or 8 cinkling _ Water, 
in the Name of. the Father, and 0 he ON» and opt * 
0 Koh now ne ap 
t, Q. What goth this Sprin ling fer, 3 57 


MM 
a 
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J. The cleanſing of our Souls from Sin 17 Chrilt's Blood 
ft od Spirit, and our entring in among the Diſciples and Fol- 
Pe s of Jeſus Chriſt. 
„2. Why are you baptized in the N. ame of the Father! I 
th $ A. In Teſtimony of my chuling and owning Cod the 
Father as my Father, and the Great Contiver of the, Gol- 
| pel. method of Salvation through Chrilt. 
Qi. Why are you baptized in the N ame ie of the Son? 
A lu Token of my chuſing and accepting of the Low 
E. f God as my great Redeemer and Saviour, in all his _— 
es, Prophet, Prieſt and King. 
" Q. Why js he eſpecially ſtiled our Saviour? 
A. Becauſe of the eminent Hand he hath in the Salvation 
we look for; he preached it to us as our great Prophet, he 
4 rocured it for us as our high Prieſt, he beltows it on us 
4 s our Lord and King. 5 
Q are yon bapti zed in the We e of the Holy.Ghoſt ? 
i A. in Telfimony of my owning en of the 
oly Ghoſt as my Sanctiſier, and the great Appller of 
*Chrift's' Purchaſe to me, whoſe Oe, it is to Work ſav- 
the bog Faith and all Grace in the Elect. 
Q. What Engagements have, ou, come Ander 775 ow 5 
JM aptiſin * 


A. To believe and obey the holy Trinity, and. to re- 
his {pounce the three great Enemies thereof, 2 VIZ. the Devil, 
rea t 0 World, and the Fleſh ; and to live as La Chriſtian indeed, 

3 ways remembring the Name by which Tam called. 

1 55 How i is it that a Chriſti, an or baptized: Perſon ought 
ende? 

5 A. As one e that is ſolemnly conſecrated to the Faith and 
Pbedience of the holy Trinity ; and particularly as one 
hat is waſhen in the Blood of the Lamb, who will not a- 


Y Pin adventure to defile himſelf yi Sin, but will W. to 
Make Chriſt his pattern. 
Q Are you not bound to. renew your B aptiſmal En 
eementi, and to take them upon yourſelf ? 

SI B 1 A. Les. 


| get strength. 


— 
IEEE 
—=— 2 — ar en 2 
IS, ———— — 2 — — — — 
—— cn _ 
= — —- — 2 _ 


— — 
— — 
— 0 — oh 


— 
- ” 0 nn 
— - — —— 


2: 2 The 10 ng. C ommunic ant 5 2 od 
A. Yes, I am, and do it expreſly, when I go to ulef 4 
the lecond 5 Seal of the Covenant, and partake of the Ford > 
Supper. 1 
% What is the Dif-renct' Vehwixt Baptiſm nd th: . 
Lord's Supper 22 al 
A The ficſt is to be admigiſträted to us but once, but the an 
ſecond oſten: The firlt doth: fignify, our ſpicitual Birth „ the 
ſecond our {pititual Nouriſhment; Baptiſm is the Door oi "45 
Chriſt's, Houſe by which we. mult. enter, but the Lord's Sup 
per is the Table at bs. Chrilt's Children mult feed aud 


Q. What aui be y your great Deſt gn iu aufen ani * 
partaling 7 theſe Sacraments? 1 

A. That thereby I may ſhew my Regard and . 6 
to the Author of them, and that I may find a crucified 
Jeſus in them, and get myſelf aſſured of kis Loye an. ir 
Purchaſe, 3 
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r Ebnbepoing ö this 5 Lira Supper. 4: 


0 1 Ar. the tay; Supper 2 | . 
= A. It is a religious eating of end, UF drip 7 
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85 bt ine AI to Chriſt's Inſtitution and Example 1 

£ 10 ng Amend ance of his Death A d Sufferings for us. 5 0 
M ben did Chriſt inſtitute this Sacrament *< 

In the ſame Night wherein he was vetrayed, ar“ 1 

| 1 after he had eaten the Jewi /Þ Me witi 8 
bis Diſciples.” +] Of 


Q. Why. Jia he inſtitute it at that Time 1 
. To. thew" that the Paſſover was abrogatęd by this 
new Ordinance, and the Lord's Sa per come in its Roon 
| 8 alſo to lay al} his People under the ltronger Wige 1 
ons to obſerve, and attend it. 5 
Q. W hy doth the Time of the Inflitetion lay ws unde "i 
\ fuel Obligations to obſerve it? | 
A. Becauſe the Command and Directions which he ga 
us at that, Time, are to be regarded as the ſolemn 0 
| Charge e of a crucified Jelus, who was going to do more f. 

us tha all we World could do. 5 

D. 


1 


Pe eb ie, 23 
take! N O. Did Chriſt ein this Ordinance; as any Tak or 
rd; en en his People? 

A. Not at all, bur, left, it. as a rare Privilege and a pre- 
th: "ious Legacy to the Church, {ſeeing it is a bright Memori- 
al of his dying Love, a ſutt Pledge of his lecond Coming, 
the and a Qui ckner of all the Graces. 
the Q, What are the Elements « or Signs appointed in this 
r of 8 acrament ©" 

Sup A. Bread and Wine. 

and £ Q. I hat do they repreſent unto us? x 
A,. Chriſt's Body and Blood, with all the Benefits and 

ani Bleſſings thereby purchaſed to us. 

Q Whatis ſignified by the breaking of tho Bread, and 


ence pouring out of the Mines 
hed , A. All Chriſt's Sufferings; and F the break - 
and ing and wounding of his Body on the Croſs, and the ſhed- 


ding of his Blood to take away our Sins. 
| Q. What is ſignified by giving the broken Bread and 
— poured out Wing to the Communic ants: ?. | 
A. God's actual making over and giving a crucified 
Chriſt, with all the Benefits of his Purchaſe, to believing 
—Partakets. 
Q What are theſe Benefits here made over and ſealed 
10k unto them? 

a A. Remiſſion of Sin, Freedom from Wrath, Peace with 
God, Peace of Conſcience, Adoption into Gods Family, 
Increase of Grace, Perſeverance therein, ſanctified Mercies 

end Croſſes, and a Title to eternal Life. 

Win Qs. hat is ſignified by Communicants taking the Bread 

8 and Cup in their Hand? 
A. Their putting forth the Hand of Faith to receive a 
this : erweitee Chriſt for their Saviour, in all his Offices, and 
om with all his Benefits, as offered to them in the Goſpel. 
galt 11 Q.. In what Manner ought you to receive a crucified 
ö x Chriſt at his Table ? 
ndr, 3 A. With much Humility, Self-denial, Thankfulneſs, 
and with cloſs and particular Application of his Offices and 
Fulneſs to my Soul's Neceſſities. 
1 2 What is ſi guiſied by Communicants eating of the 
e foi] bf Bread and drinking of the Wine ? 
4A. Their near Union with Chriſt, their actual Pn 
„ 0 


bl : Young Communicant's 
of the Benefits of his Death, the great Satisfaction they 
have in him, and the Spiritual agel and Nouriſhment To, 
they get from him. = 
 Q. Why cught Communicants to partake of the Cup, ar ce 
well as of the Bread? 1 
A. For the more full Convrijitibn of their Faith, and 
becauſe Chriſt ſaid to his Diſciples, Drink ye all of Ib. Wi 
Q. Why did Chrift make choice of Bread and Wine as m 
the Symbois of his Body and Blood? 3 
A. To hold forth their refreſhing and ſtrengthning Ver- 
tue to believing Communicants; ſor, as Bread fir enothens © 
Man's Heart, fo Wine makes it glad . 
Q. What were Chrij,” s Words when he inſtituted the Sa. 
crament e- 
A. He ſpoke tobe concerning the Bread, ſome- 
thing concerning the Cup, and ſomething e the 
whole Sacrament.” 
Q. What [poke h 2 concerning the Bread? 8 
A. He ſaid, Take, eat, this is my Body which is bro- += 
Ken for you, this dd In” Remembrance or me.” 6 
»Q What ſaid he concerning the Wine? 30 
A4. This Cup is the New Teſtament in my Blood, which 
is s ſhed tor many, for the Remiſſion of Sins. 
Q. Whut Vai he concerning the whole Sacrament? bb 
A. He ſaid, As often as ye eat this Bread, and drink this 
Gap, ye do ſhew the Lord's Death till he come. : 
Q. Do we'partake of Chrift 5 Body and Bleod here in a 
carnal Manner? 
A. No; but only in a ſpiritual Way. 
2. What is the Meaning then of theſe N. ordi, Take, 
eat, this is my Body broken for vou? | 
4. The plain Meaning i is, that the broken Bread. Gigni- 
fies and repreſents Chriſt's Body as it was broken and bruiſed * 
for his People. Fj 
rot Chriſt really preſent i in the Sacrament ® . 
A. Yes, he is fo; bur yet he is not bedily, but ſpiritu- 
ally, preſent there. We 
Q How is it we partake ſpiritually of Chill s broken | 
Body? 
A. We do it when our Souls do ſhare of the Benefits 


1 
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; and Fruits of his broken Body, ſuch, as Pardon of Sin, 
| in- 


is | 


li- 


5 
. 


e 


; 8 n 1 Af 
T increaſe-of Gries, Acceſs to God, Spiritual Diſcoyeries, 
7: ET of Bands, or the like. 


Q. How long did Chriſt intend 791 Saeraneri aul 


ve. © continue E 


7 3 A. Until his ſecond Conling. 
Q. Why no longer? x 
2. Becauſe in "Heaven there will be no Need of . 
ments to repreſent Chriſt, be being always preſent there in 


| 25 a bodily Way. 
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We” * — — 


F Somerhing more ndrriciacty” ar thi Nature and 


Ends of the Holy Supper. 


2 HAT further Poo can you give wo, the. N a- 
ture aud De ſigu of this Sacrameut? 
8 A. It doth evidently partake of the Nature of a Sea, 
of a Feaſt, and alſo of an Qath.. n 
Q. What hath it of the Nature. of « $eal? $30? 
A. It is juſtly called a Seal of the Covenant of Grace : 
| becauſe, like a ſealed Charter put into our Hands, it doth 
ake over, ſeal, and confirm, to us, à Right and Title to 
all the Benefits aa Fruits of Chriſt's Parchale, which are 
therein promiſed. to Belie vers. 
- Q. What Kind f a Seal is this. Dread? 1 5 
AL. It is a piritual Seal, and of great Valve, ſeeing it 
is a Seal of Chriſt's own deviling and engraving, whoſe In- 

Fn is, Chriſt ning us and whole Image is, Chri/t 
| ching for PIE 
e. What hath 105 Sacrament in it of the N ature of 
4 Fealt ? 

A. It is juſtly called a Feaſi, as it brings Food, Nov- 
riſhment and Delight to the Souls of worthy Communicants, 
the invited Gueſts. 

4 Q. What Sort of a Feaſt is it 
A. It is a ſpiritual Fealt, a Marriage-feaſt, a Fealt up- 
on the Sacrifice of the Son of God; a Feaſt of Chriſt's mak- 
ing; of, a ſtrange Nature, in which. Chriſt is; both the 
Platter and Matter of the. Real, the Provider and Provi- 
lion 


* 


26 Die Young Cemmunic ant | "9 
fion, the Feeder and the Food; for his Fleſh is Meat in. "an 
geed, and his Blood is Drink indeed. oy, 
* Q- Inwhat reſpett is this Sacrament of the Nature of er 
an Oath? | | | 
A. In reſpe& the Word Sacrament was uſed among the . 
Romans (from whence it is borrowed) for a military Oath, > 
\ whereby they bound themſelves to be true and faithful © 
Soldiers to their General; ſo in this Ordinance we in ef- 0 
fe& ſwear Allegiance to the King of Heaven over the bro. c 
ken Body and ſhed Blood of the Son of God, and allo bind ?\ 
_ Ourſelves to be true and faithful Soldiers to Chriſt our Cap - 
tain-general in the ſpiritual Warfare. | 


oy 


| — 


N 
QM hat are theſe main Ends you have in Lieu in com. 
ing to this Ordinauce ? | OTE . 
A. To keep up the Remembrance of Chriſt's Death . 
and Sufferings, to get Communion with him, to renew my 
Baptiſmal Covenant, to get my Faith ſtrengthned and con- 
lir med, and all my Graces quickned. 
Q. What are theſe Sufferings of Chriſt which you are 
to remember at his Tables SOLES 
A. Theſe which are recorded in his Word. 
Q. What do ye remember of theſe juſt nov ? 
A. I remember the Aſſaults and Temptations he met 
with from the Devil; the Reproach and Perſecutions he 
endured from wicked Men; his Soul-ſufferings and Agonies _ 
in the Garden of Geth/emane ; the cruel Mockings, Buffet- 
ings, Crownings, Spittings, and Scourgings he endured in _ 
the High Prieſt's Palace, and in Pilate's Judgment-hall ; 
And laſtly, His bloody Sufferings and bitter Death on 
Mount * when he was nailed to the Croſs, forſa- 
ken by his Friends, derided by his Enemies, and deſert- 
ed of God. 
t ' Q. What was the Cauſe of all theſs Sufferings ? 5 
A. Chriſt's ou Love, and our Sins: For having in his 
aſtoniſhing free Love, undertaken to ſatisfy Divine Juſtice 
for us; He was wounded for our Tranſgreſſions, and brui/: 
ed for our Iniquities. _ 1 5 8 
Q. Are we not then under the ſtrongeſt Obligations to 
keep up this Sacramental Remembrance of Chriſl ? _ 
A. Surely we are; for he is matchleſs in his Love to us 
poor ſinful Worms, having remembred us in our low * | 
| | ang 
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27 
an ad done aa foffered more for us than all the World 


could or Would have done. And likewiſe he hath ſtrictly 
ebene! vs, among his lalt Words, to continue to cele- 
Fre this Memorial: of his Death. . 

Q Why do ue need this Memorial“ Are we in any Ha- 


A. Yes; for ſo worldly are our Hearts, ſo unbelieving 
our Minds, ſo treacherous our Memories, and fo wavering 
our affections, that we are apt to be enſnared by the 
World's Allurements, and to let Chriſt and his Love ſlip 
out of our Thoughts. 
QI not the freſh and frequent Kaner axes of a eru- 
| Life Chriſt in the Ser EMEnt very uſeful and 9 
gebus tous? es 
A In what reſorts 3 is it uſeful v DEE 
A. For weakning and killing of Sin, for weben a hard 
© Heart, for overcoming Satan's Temprations, for quick: 
ning and increaling. Grace, and for giving Comfort 1 in all 
\ Tribulation. | | 
Q. What bind of Nees l we to hive f the 
"© £ uf rings and Death of Chriſt at his Table? 


f A. It thould be an affectionate and believing, a mourn- 
ful and Sin- daanlüng, and yet a joyful, and thanktul Remem- 
5 brance. 


Q. E can we 4ork more 1 and rejoice at the Codd Time ? 
A. We may; upon different Accounts: For, as we 
"ſhould mourn for our Sins that pierced &briſt, and put him 
to Death; ſo we, ought to rejoice in his wonderful Good- 
x 1 that undertook to be our Surety and Sacrifice to fave 
uns from Sin, and Wrath: and the more we are helped to 
- mourn, we have ill the greater Ground to rejoice and be 
bp in him, 4, 


Q. How Jo? 


£ 3 Be cauſe a mourning Heart for Gin, is a good Evideace 
Y ,. of a Ren: sIntereſt in Cbrilt and his Purchaſe. 


=» 


Of worthy and unworthy Partakers. 


"+ La. RE all Partakers to be rechoned welcome Gueſs 
£0 at this holy Feaſt ? A. No. 
Q. Il ho 


7 


28 The Young: Commuticant * 
Q Who then are ſuchꝰ/ 

A. Only Believers and worthy Partakers of it. 

Q. Who are theſe 2: 10 1 

A. They are ſuch, wha by Faith 40 cordially epſon to 
the Covenant of Grace; ſincerely aim to do Honour to 
Chriſt at his Table, by ſhewing forth his Death, and ſtady 
Preparation for it. p 

Q. Who are the unwelcome bug. #5; e 

A. Thele who never cloſed with the Offers of the Goſ- f. 
pel, and negle& Preparation for this Feaſt: And particu. | * 4 
larly theſe Who continue in Love and League with Sin, 44 
while they pretend Kindneſs to Cbrilt, and to renew Cove- FLY 
nant with him. 1 

Q. What is ta be aer ſlood by the W orthineſs ff theſe 
who are called worthy Partater ? 

A. Not any Worthinels in a legal Senſe, for we are al un- 
worthy before God of the leaſt Mercy; but only a Goſpel- 
ſuitableneſs and Meetnels of the Soul's State and Frame to 
attend this holy Inltitution. * 

Q May not even a B eliever be guilty T partaking un- 

worthily 5 | p 
e ez, he may, if he PREY Self-examination, ber 1 

bour any known Sin, or want Grace in Exercife. "Mp 
Q. What js the wars 4 of worthy ts wy and where- = 
in doth it 17 * | Pp 
A. It is in ſhort to et and drink at Chriſt's Table, with 
Aa believing, and thankful Remembrance of bis dying Love, 
looking by Faith to him, that we have pierced, for Salva- 
tion, and lodging our Souls in his Wounds, mourning for 
Sin that pierced him, and ſolemnly reſolving i in bis EY, : 
that we will pierce him no more. my 

Q. Whatis the Advantage of worthy Partaligh ph 1 

A. Hereby Remiſſion of Sins through Chriſt s Blood is 
aſſured, the Power of Sin is weakned,' the Graces of the *! 
Spirit are ſtrengthned, the Soul's Diſeaſes are cured, the 
Dovbts of the Mind are reſolved, and ſweet Views of Chrilt 

and Glory are obtained. 


Q What is the Sin of wrworthy . and 
wherein doth it ly ? 


A. It is to partake without due Pre ration and. right 
Ends or to eat and drink without ſuitable Knowledge 


and 


* 2 8 2 » * * 


Catechiſm. 


ad Reverence, . Reconciliation to God and our 
Neighbour, or withofit the -Exercife of the ſacramental 
Wraces, ſuch as Faith, Love. and Repentance ; - Or to * 


3 
90 px 


proach while we entertain any known Sin. 


0 | Q. What is the Danger of unworthy Pl ieling: 5 
„ A. Hereby the Guilt of Chrilt's Body and Blood is 
* Contracted, and God highly provoked ; and the guilty 


4 1 perſon draws down. Judgments and Damnation upon him- 
1 ell, if it be not time cußy 3 by Repentance and 
i free Mercy. 

= Q.#hy is a Man + mrworthy Partaking charged mainly 
ben his not diſcerning the Lord's Body in the Sacrament ? 
A. Becauſe the unworthy Communicant doth not con- 
ider that the Bread here is ſolemnly conſecrated to re- 
preſent the Lord's Body, but eats it as careleſly as if it 
were common. Bread; and becauſe he puts not due Re- 


. beck and Honour upon the Body of our crucified Lord 

0 here ſet forth; but treats it as if it were the Body ot 

| Fa mere Man or common Perſon. | 

2 How ſhall we prevent this Guilt and Danger ? 

| A A. By entering into God's Covenant, and making due 
x- for approaching to * holy Table, both Hadi. 

— * and actual. 

- = Of Preparation for the Lord's Supper. 

a ' 

oy RX HAT is the Neceſſity of making ſuch Prepara- 

th 5 5 tion for attending this Ordinance? 


8 3 A. Becauſe the e «reg we make to God in it is very 


LL Y Account: And beedaſ we are aſſured there is rent Be- 1 
Hgefit by a worthy Appronch, and as great Danger by an un- 
iſt * ai 
Q What is our habitual Preparation ? 

54 A. Our being in a gracious State. 
| 2 What is the actual Preparation requiſi ite for ap- 
ht he to the Lord's Table? © 

bv: . It 


20 The Leung Communicant's 
A. It mainly lies in theſe iW o; Examination of our- 
ſelves, and Excitation of ovr Graces. af 
Q. What Sort of - Examination 1, needful before our 
Partaking ®. by 
A. There is a publick Church. examination neceſſary by ne 
Church-officers, that the Lord's Table be not abuſed by i 
the Ignorant and profane; and there is a private Self exa- Bl 
mination neceſſary by our own Conſciences, that the Lord's 
Supper be not unworthily received through Unbelief, Im- ba 
penitency, Formality, Earthlineſs, Pride, Malice, or any, . 
ſecret Sin entertained by us. | wc 
Q. What T hings muſt we examine. ourſelves about le. 79 
fore we approach ? * 
A. Principally concerning theſe three; our Right to Wi 


the Lord's Supper, our Necd of it, 22 our actual Fitneſs et 
tor it | e . 
Q. Why about theſe three D 5 . 


Al. Becaule if we have no Right to it, we Wall but 7 
as it; if we feel no need of it, we ſhall but pl & 4. 

; if we be unfit for it, we ſhall but abuſe | it, and hurt: 
N 


Examination of our Right to the Lord's Table. 1 


8 is thir Kight Io the Lord's T able ? 8 
A. It is twofold; firſt, There is an outward oi 
and viſible Right before. the Charch. ' 2dly, There is an 
inward and inviſible Right before God. = 
Q. Who are theſe that have the outward ond viſ ible 8 
R ig ht 10 this Ordinance? » 1 
A. Tneſe who are baptized, and hve a competent Mes- 
ſure of Chriſtian Knowledge, profeſs their Faith in Chriſt, 
and are blameleſs in their Lives before Men. . 
Q. Are all [ſuch Perſons worthy Parta ters? 5 
A. No; but they have ſuch an outward and viſible Rigbt 5 Ra 
before the Church, that they cannot be excluded: for, ol 1 4 
this outward Right only the Church is to judge. 
Q Whe are theſe who have N01 this Right? 


Catechiſm. 31 

; A. Neither the Ignorant nor Proſane have it, and there- 
fore they are to be excluded from the Lord's Table. 

ur T Q. Why are the Ignorant to be excluded? 

HA. Becaule they are not capable to examine themſelves, 
nor to diſcern the Lord's Body; and ſo behoved in this 
| 2 to eat and drink unworthil 

Q. Why are the Profane to bk excluded? 

3's A. Becauſe they who allow themſelves to live in Sin, 
m- can have no Communion with a holy God: nay, they 


ny Expoſe themſelves to his Judgments ; by coming with defi- 

led Hands to his holy Table. 

le.. Who are the/e that have the inward and inviſible 
= Aight to this holy Ordinance: pr. 

to A. Theſe who not only have Knowledge, a Profeſſion, 

ef; and blameleſs Walk; but are really within the Covenant 
by a true Faith in Jeſus Chriſt, even a Faith that works by 
Love, and purifies the Heart as well as the Life: They are 

but 0 really in Heart before God, what they | ſeem to be outward- 


1. ly before Men. 
3 4 Q. Who are the e of this Right ? 

A. Of this inward Right the Church cannot judge ; but 
1 - Man is to enquire, OE, and judge of it with re- 
"Hpe& to himſelf. 
2 By what Evidences may a Man know that he is re- 
ally within the New Covenant, and thereupon judge tvat 
5 e hath an inward and inviſi ible Right to its Seals be- 
+ 1 fore Cod 2 
HA If he can ſay, That he hath ſeen himſelf dai 
while upon the old Bottom of a Covenant of Works, and 
that he hath fled from it to the New Covenant, heartily 
_Zapproving the whole Frame and Contrivance of it; ac- 
cepting of Chriſt the Mediator of it in all his Offices, and 
Stiving up himſelf to be the Lord's, to live for him, and 
20 walk with him in Newneſs of Life: And that it is bla ear- 
Inelt Deſire, that bis inward Man, as well as his outward, 


71 56 4 
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may be conformed to the Laws and Image of God. 


Se BE 


= See ſeveral Queſtions ſubjoined to this Catechiſm, 
which may be aſſiſting to us in the Duty of private Self- 


9 


examination e cue our Right and Title to this holy 


WP”, 


Table. 


el = 8. "Bas | 


is neceſſary that T-ſhould have a'lively Senſe of theſe Needs, 


"molt to be ſanctifed. 5t4/y, What Offices of Chrilt I want 


* 4 N * p g * a 
* v \ 
. 


32 The Yourip Communicant's 
Examination of our Need of the Lord's Su per, 
and ot the Wants we ſhould {ce k to be ſup plicd 'F 
there!!!! 9 


W Need have you of tht Lord's Supper * Kt 
«0.1 A. 1 need it upon many Accounts; As, ½, 
To bring a crucified Jeſus in a lively Manner to my Remem- 
brance. 2d/y, To renew my Baptiſmal Vow, and lay me 
under ſtronger Engagements to be the Lord's. 3%, 
To nouriſh and ſtrengthen my weak Graces. 4th/y, To fo 
tify me againſt Satan's Temptations, and all other Diſ- 
couragements. 5th-y, To renew the Senſe and Aſſurance 
of my Pardon, which is frequently obſcured and darkned. a 
Q. What are theſe Things which obſcure the Evidence, 
of Pardon #* =*%i! 8 . _ 
A. Sins both of Omiſſion and Commiſſion, and eſpecial- Addr 
ly Sins againlt Light. | get erat. = 
Q. Why ſhould gc er amine your wants before 50u it 
approach to tre Lords Tables —_ 
A. Becauſe there Chriſt is ſet forth with all his Fulneſs 
for the ſupply of my ſpiritual Wants and Neceſſities; and it 


that I may know what to apply for to this full Savi- 
our when at his Table. . 2 vi 4 


Q- What are thoſe Wants you ought to enquire into be. "tha 
„ meet no a pc 

. I ought to examine theſe chiefly; 1//, What Sins 1 
want molt to be ſubdued. 2d/y, What Graces I want 6 


2. 
+ $430 


molt to be ſtrengthned. 34), What Mercies I want molt ſa 
to be beltowed. 4th/y, What Faculties of my Soul I want ll 


1 
A 
9 4 
. * 
. 

* 


molt to be execute in my Sub. 7 
Q. How may you diſcover the Sins you want moſt to be 1 

a eee e 
A. By examining what are the Sins or Corruptions 


70 p, 
KY). 


* 


bf 
2 
; 
8 


which do moſt prevail in me, if it be Atheiſtical Thoughts, WW 


5 
7 
7 

ith 

43) 

'e 
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theſe I muſt keep in Eye, that I may apply to a full - $2- 0 | 
a | | | viour 0 


E ln 23 


; viour at his Table for Strength to val againſt them, and 
by overcome them. 


= Q: How may ye diſcover the Graces you want moſt to 
be [trengthned ? 
A. By cxamining which of the Graces are weakeſt and 
oweſt in me, if it be Faith, os Love, Meeknels, 
Homility, or any other; and theſe I mult bring to a full 
"45 I at bis Table, to be Need, Rrepgthned and in- 
9 reaſed. 
= Q. How may you find out the Mercies you need moſt 
% be beſlowed - 
A. By examining what are e my reſent Complaints, Pin- 
ches and Difficulties ; and what are the Mercies which would 


1 


e * be moſt ſuitable and relieving to me under them ; if ſuch 
d. Is theſe, Intimations of Pardon, Spirituality of Affections, 
es I Tivelineſs 3 in Duty, Patience under Croſſes, Conduct in 
Intricate Caſes, Strength againſt Corruptions and Temptati- 
. ns, Deliverance from atheiſtical or blaſphemous Thoughts, 
bi Zr the llke : And theſe Mercies I muſt femember, and all 
0 Wm from Chriſt when at his Table. 
Q. How may you find out the Faculty of jour Scul you 
els Pant moſt to be ſanttified ? 
I it $$ A. By examining what is the Power or Faculty that 
ds, q leaſt renewed, and needs molt the Spirit's Influences to be 
vi- PPured out upon it; if upon my Underſtanding, to cure 
s Blindneſs, and enlighten i it with ſaving Views of fpiri- 
be. dual Things; or if upon my Will, to cure its Perverſeneſs, 

id make it pliable to God's Will ; or upon my Memory, 5 
s I cure its Treachery and Weakneſs, _ to ſtrengthen it 
ant 0 retain God's Word; or upon my Con/cience, to cure its 
nolt aredneſs, and to make it tender and watchful ; or upon 
want 2 Aﬀettions, to cure their Coldneſs to Chriſt and ſptritu- 
want W Things, and to fix them upon right Objects. 

2. How may you diſcover the O ffices of Chriſt you wan? 
to 36% 2 to be execute in you ? 
WT "3 A. By enquiring into the Caſe of my Soul, and © LIM 
ions | S my Heart, ſaying, Whether do I need Chriſt moſt as a 


vghts, W Fophet to teach me, and cure my Ignorance ? or as 4 

incl 4 15 to cover me with his Righteouſneſs, and interceed 

God for me ? or as a King to ſubdue my Heart to 

(elf, and conquer my indwelling Corruptions? And be- 
G- 


: ing 


} 
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ing ſenſible: of my Soul's Need, I muſt go to my full Re« 
deemer at his Table, and lay, Lord, come and execute ſuch 
an Ge in my Soul. ; 


4 


— 


Examination 906 our Sins neceſſary before par- 
taking. 


W. Y — you enquire /o rarrowly aut your Sins 


before partaking ? 
A. Upon ſeveral Accounts; 1½, That there may be no 
Achan lodged to hinder the Preſence of God with me. 
2dly, That, by diſcovering tbem, I may be helped the 


better to look upon him I have pierced, and mourn. 
_ 3dly, That I may be more capable to point out my | 
eien for Cure. '4thly, | 


Wound and Sore unto my Phy 
That I may behold the Evil of them in the Glafs of 
Chriſt's Sufferings, and be thereby moved to hate them, 


and turn from them all unto God, and walk with him in 


Newneſs of Life. 


Q. Hou eught you to manage this Part of your Prepa- f 
ration- work, ſo as to accompliſh a diligent Search Y f 


your Sins 9 


A. 1ſt, I muſt ſet Time apart for i it, and before begin | 
it, pray carneltly for the Illumination of the Spirit of God | 
to diſcover Sin unto me. 24dly, I maſt think upon the 
Sins of my Heart and my Life, my Sins of Omiſſion and 


Commiſſion, and theſe both open and ſecret, of Ignorance, 


and againſt Light, and the Sins of my station and Charac- 


ter in the Wo 255. .3dly, For my Help, I will read our 
Larger Catechiſm upon the Ten Commandments, and the 
Sins therein enumerated, with their many eee 
and enquire how far I am chargeable therewith. 410, 1 
will never give over ſearching and thinking, until 1 ſee my 
indiſpenſible Need of the Blood of the Lamb of God, 
which h cleaaſeth us from all Sn. SES 


— 


BT Ex- 


hb. — 
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Examination 6f our actual Firnels foi the Lord's 
Table. 


W Pf that Fitneſs. which every Communic ant 
ought to have before he partake ? 


A. It is bes tele, both habitual and actual; ; and both 
l be had by every one. 

Q. What is this habitual Fitneſs or Pephirtion which | 
every Partater muſt have? 

A. He muſt be a Believer, a Man in a gracious State, 
that hath the Habits of Grace planted in his Soul. 

Q. What is that actual Fits Jou muſt have? 

A. It is, when a Man is not only in a gracious State, 
but in a gracious Frame: When Grace is not only in the 
Habit, but in the lively Exerciſe. 

Q. "What are theſe races which miſt be reanined, 

| quickned and brought to Exerciſe before partaking ? 
A. They are chiefly Knowledge, Faith, Repentance, 
love, Humility, Thankfulneſs, ſpiritual Appetite, __ 
n+ | Waden for new Obedience. 


2 


al Þ  Examibatigh of Knowledge. 

the | 

nd M QXKTHAT i. that Knowledge you muſt have to qua- 

ce, | lify you for worthy partaking? © 

AC- | A. It is a gracious Diſcovery and Uptaking of God and 

our Divine Truths, as they are revealed in his Word. 

the Q. What are theſe Things particularly, which yournſt 

ns, know in order to partaking aright ? 

„ 1 A. I muſt have a competent Knowledge of theſe five 

my Things; 1ff, Of God in his eſſential Perfections, and Tri- 
W nity of Perſons. 2dly, Of Man, and, his Eſtate both be- 


fore and ſince his Fall. 340, Of Jeſus Chriſt che Medi- 
ator, in his twofold Nature, and three fold Office. 4thly, 
Of the New-Covenant, or Goſpel-method of Juſtification 
2 8 15 3 8 Rightcouſacs — by Faith. 


Sthly, 


: 
j 


5 \ 
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5th/y, Of the Seals of this Covenant, and particularly of 
the holy Supper, in its Nature, Ends and Uſes. 

Q. 1 a literal Knowledge of theſe Things ſu ficient for 


a Communicant 9 © 


A. No; it muſt be a true, ſanctiſied and ſaving Know- 


ledge.” ', 
Q. How may we diſcover if our Knowledge be ſandifi- 
„o ? * | 

A. We may know it by its Properties and Eſſects; as 1/7, 


If it be experimental, and gives us a ſweet Taſte and Reliſh } 


of the Truths we know. 2d!y, If it be humbling, and 
makes us, like Paul, look upon ourſelves as the lealt of 
Saints, and chief of Sinners. 2d!y, If it lead us to Chriſt 
and his Righteouſneſs, as the _ Ground of our Hope. 
Laſtly, If it be communicative, practical, obediential, 


fruitful, and puts us on to deſire a greater Conformity to 
Jeſus Chrift our Head. * 


| 


| Examination of Faith. 
0 \ THAT FF true ſaving Faith ? 


A. It is a Grace of the Holy Spirit, whereby a 
Man, knowing his Sin and Miſery, and aſſenting to the 
Truth of God's Record concerning Chriſt, doth cordially 
receive and. reſt upon Chriſt and his Righteouſneſs for Par- 


don and Salvation, according to the Goſpel-offer. 


Q What Need is there for the Exerciſe of Faith at 


the Lord's Table ® 


A. It is needful,. 1½, For diſcerning the Lord's Body, 
and the ſpiritual Myſteries here repreſented ; ſeeing Faith 
is the ſpiritual Eye. whereby the Soul ſees Chriſt and Things | 
inviſible. 2d/y, For applying Chriit and his Benefits here 
ſet forth to our Souls, ſeeing Faith is the ſpiritual Hand 
for taking hold of a crucified Jeſus, and the Mouth and 


Stomach that feeds upon him. | | 
Q Hoe may we know if our Faith be true and ſaving ? 


1 1 


A. True Faith hath theſe Effects; 1ſt, It ſoftens ihe 
Heart, and makes it bleed for Sin that pierced Chriſt. 


24%, It makes the Soul approve and admire the Goſpel- 
| | | Contri- 


= 
2 on % 
T's 7 2 — 


of 


on. 


of sin. 


. Catichifm.. | 2 
Contriyance of Salvation through the Righteouſneſs of 


Chriſt. 3d/y, It works by Love, and carries out the Soul 


to love Chriſt above all Things, and to do all Duties from 
a Principle of Love, 4thly, It makes a Man ſincerely obe- 
dient and fruitful in good Works. 5th/y, It looſes the 


Heart from the World and all earthly Felicities, and carries 


it to Things above. 


. b a. K RR 


— 


Examination of Repentance, 


WI. AT is this true Repentance which worthy Par- 


takers muſt have? 
A. It is a Grace of the Holy Spirit, whereby we are con- 


vinced of the Evil of Sin, ſincerely mourn for it, and turn 
from it unto God, through Jeſus Chriſt, reſolving to ſerve 
him in Newneſs of Life. 


Q What Parts are there in true Repentance? 
A. Chiefly three ; Conviction, Contrition,: Converſi- 


Q. What is Conviction ? 
A. It is a right Sight and Senſe of the Evil and  Snfolneſs 


Q. What 3s Contrition ? ; 
A. It is a true godly Sorrow and Grief of Heart for Sin, 


x tag, becauſe God 1s offended, and Chriſt pierced there- 
We 


Q. Whatis Converſi on £ 
A. It is the Soul's turning from all Sin to God i in Chriſt 


for Mercy and Pardon, and to all the Ways of Holineſs and 
new Obedience. 


Q. What Needis there le, the E xerciſe of Repentance 


and Godly Serrow at the Lord's Table ? 


* A. Becauſe here we are to renew Covenant with God, | 


= and- certainly penitent Mourning for former Breaches ** 
Backſlidings is very ſuitable upon that Occaſion. Again, 


we are here to behold Chriſt bruiſed for our Sins, and to re- 
ceive him into our Hearts: and nothing ſuits abroken Chriſt 
ſo well as a broken Heart ; nay, this is what he prefers to 
all Sacrifices. 


T How may weknow i . Re, entance be of the 1 — 
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* A THY is the Exerciſe of Love ſo neceſſaty at Ie fe 


which it muſt be placed? 


_ the Brethren, and every Thing that bears his Image, and in 
_ I6me Senſe upon all Mankind, even our very Enemies. 


firs Crit? 


3 By the fame before · mentioned, to which I may acc, 
74 5 (2-6 . '* Hi HY FN p S 


* E N 


A. We may judge it right, if, ½, We do Jay the Ax to rr 
the Root of Sin, the Corruption of the Heart and Nature, Wan 
and long to be delivered from it. 24ly, If we do hate all Hin 
Sin, and reſolve to harbour no known Evil, either in Heart - 
or Life. '24/y, If we have recourſe to Chriſt's Blood {Win 
and Spirit, for Freedom from the Filth as well as the Guilt lo 


of Sin, and breathe after univerſal Holineſs. of 
| | in; 
AE Ss 5 in 


Examination of Love. 


Lord's Table? 5 | 
A. Becauſe it is a Love-feaſt, and an Ordinance where. gt 
in we have the higheſt Repreſentation of Divine Love to 
Sinners ever was given, which neceſſarily requires the Ex- 
erciſe of Love in us. | 


2. Whit do you underſtand by the Love, which ire. 
quired f Communicanti, aud u hat are the Oþjeds upon 


A It is a ſaving Grace, or ſpiritual Affection wrought in| 
Believers by the Holy Spirit, which terminates upon vari- 
ous Objects, namely, upon Cod, upon Fe/us Chriſt, upon 


Qi di you make” God and Feſus Chriſt different q 
Objects of your Lose . 5 | 
A. Tlove Jeſus Chriſt as he is God, and the ſame God 


with che other Perſons of the glorious Trinity: But ſeeing 


the ſecond Perſon is for us become God-Man, our Media- 
tor, and the great Sacrifice to Juſtice for our Sins; in thi: 
Reſpect I view him as a ſpecial Object of my Love. | 
Q. By what Marks may you examine if your Lore 
rr Re Sr 

A. By Tuch as theſe ; my Care to pleaſe him, my Fear 
to offend him, my Deſire after his Preſence, my Regard to 
his Eaws,” and Concern for his Glory.  _ 


= 
> 


at Marks may you examine your Love to Je- 


1157 1 CY, 3 
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1 . 


True 


- 


e 
rue Love to Chriſt far exceeds all our Love to Relations 
and deareſt worldly Enjoyments; it terminates upon him 
all in all his Offices, as 4 Prince upon the Throne, as well as a 
art MPrieſt upon the Croſs; in his Life as a Pattern, as well as 
od in his Death as a Sacrifice, and embraces him as altogether 
nit Novely: Alſo, it prompts the Soul to have many Thougbts 
Pof him, and even to look and long for his ſecond Com- 
ing. 5 4 
6. Hou may we know if we love him above all Things 
inthe World? —. GED | | 
A. By theſe Marks : If we value his Favour more than 
that of any Creature; if the Loſs of his Countenance af- 
i}; fect us more than any worldly Loſs ; if we rather diſ- 
pleaſe all the World than offend him; and if it be our 
re. MW greateſt Grief that we cannot love him more. > 
to . By what Marks are you ta examine if your Love to 
Ex- the Brethren be true? 2 70 
A. By ſuch as theſe; If I love them, not for outward or 
re- temporal Things, but upon ſpiritual Accounts, becauſe they 
por More God's Children, and bear his Image; if my Love be 
co all Saints, poor and rich, hated and honoured, Strangers 
t in Wand Friends; if I ſympathize with them both in their Joys 


to 
re, 


ari- Nand Sorrows, and prefer their Company to all others. 

don Q. How doth your Lope to God's People differ from your 
in Love to the reſt of Mankind, and theſe who are your Enemies? 
bs A. I love the reſt of Mankind, and even my Enemies, 


with a Love of Benevulence and Beneficence, being. in- 
clined to wiſh them well, pray for them, do them Good, 
and even return them Good for Evil; but Tlove the Peo- 
ple of God with a Love of Delight and Complacency, and 
Neſteem them as the excellent ones of the Earth, the Friends 
of God, and the Pillars of the Land. | | 


E - PO”, - 1 1 i 8 
67 ” d, of * * * . 7 7 7M 
„ . 


Tear Examination of Humility. 


BOXK7HY 3s the Grace of Humility ſo needful in your 
VV Approach: to the Lord's T alles 

A. Becauſe I am-a moſt unworthy Creature, and he is a 
great and holy God with whom I have to do, and he bath 
3 . 4 7 4 | £ lO. a ſpe- 


£ | 
- 
: 2 


= ſpecial Reſpect unto the Lowly : Beſides, this Grace is 


commemorate; for, as he was meek and lowly in his Dif. 


to ſuſpect myſelf than to cenſure my Neighbour, like the F. 


cCified Chrilt : And hence it Is rattled the Euchariſt, or 
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neceſſary to make me reſemble my Saviour, whoſe Love! 


2 ſo be humbled himſelf deeply for my Good. 


Q. How may you know if your Humility be of the right 
8 ns ? 

A. By ſuch Marks as theſe ; ; if, If 1 have low and 
mean Thoughts of myſelf under a Senſe of Unworthineſs, 
and be ready to ſay with the Prodigal, I am no more wor. 
thy to be called thy Son; and with the Canaaniti/þ Wo- 
man, Truth, Lord, I am a Dog. 2d, If I be more apt 


lJeven Diſciples at the Supper. 3dly, If! be grieved for the 
Motions of Pride and Self. conceit within me. 47 /, If | 


renounce all my Confidence in my Duties, and betake my- 
ſelf entirely to Chriſt for Righteouſneſs and 8 KERR ha 


1 God. 


2 


— — 


Pcamination of ine 


a ö THY is Thankfulne + fo neceſſary to worthy Par- Ce 
taking? ho ge "7 ſu 


A. Becauſe 1 is the chief Deſign of the Ordinance to Wi 
Keep up a thankful Remembrance of Redeeming Love, and fo 
10 give Thanks to God for the unſpeakable Gift of a cru- Fe 


Thankſgiving. 


Q. How may _ diſcern if your Thankfulneſs be of the 
Tight Sort? 0 

A. By theſe Marks; 1½, If I account myſelf unworthy 7 
of the leaſt Merey, and admire God's undeſerved Goodneſs. 
24ly, If I look upon Jeſus Chriſt as the Mercy of Mercies, WF; 
and. the Channel. of all other Mercies. 34%, If I ſincere- 
ly love my Benefactor, and ſtudy to pleaſe him. 4thly, If 
I be oft meditating how ro expreſs my Thankfulneſs to 
him, ſaying with the Pſalmiſt, What ſhall T render to, the 
Lord for all his Gifts and Benefits towards me. 

Q. But what can you, or ſhould you, render for. a cru. 
ciſed Jeſus „ 
4. Tho! all I have be nothing i in compariſon of the Be- 


— 


| | Catechiſm. _ | N 
nefit received, yet I ſhould be willing to render it to the 
Lord; ſuch as, Ift, My endeared Affections. 2dly, My 
triumphant Praiſes. ' 2d/y, My unfeigned Repentance and 
Reformation. _ 4th/y, My faithſul Performance of Vows. 
%, My zealous acting for his Glory. 6thly, My cheer- 
ful Reſolution to ſuffer tor Chriſt who ſo willingly ſuffered 


for me. 


ff 


- 


* — 


Examination of ſpiritual Appetite. 


Q\ V HY is a ſpiritual Appetite ſo requiſite at this 
Time? wh 

Q. Becauſe a Feaſt is not reliſhed but by thoſe who 
have an Appetite for; and it is the hungry and the Thirſ- 
ty that God hath promiſed to ſatisfy with good Things. _ 
Q. How may you know if your Appetite or ſpiritual De- 
fires be of the right Sort? 

A. By theſe Marks; 1, If I be glad of the News of 
WCbrilt's Feaſt, and an Invitation to it. 240, If I count the 
7. Colt, and be willing to be at all Pains to obtain Soul-tood, 

ſuch as, to pray, to ſearch, to humble myſelf, and part 
to with my deareſt Sins. 3dly, If I be ſatisfied with no Foad 
and for my Soul, but a crucified Chrilt. 4t/ly, If I find this 
ru- {RF 00d very ſweet and pleaſant to my Soul's Taſte. 
or : 


_— 


\ 


the Examination of Reſolutions for new Obedience. 
uy =Q HY is a Believer”: Obedience callednew Obedience? 
else 


A. I. Becauſe it proceeds from new Principles, 
aith and Love, 2. It is performed in a new Manner, to 
it, by Faith leaning upon Chrilt's Strength for enabling him 
o do it, and upon Chrilt's Righteouſneſs for his 8 
with God. 3. It is done for new Ends, not to advance 
is 8 ſecular Interelt, but to pleaſe God, and promote 
is Glory. 7 
Q How may you knew if your Reſoluticns for new Obe- 
dience be of the right Stamp? 1 . 
Be. A. By theſe Marks; 1½, If I count the Coſt, and be de- 
oy 0 liberate 


Ren \ * : - 
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liberate in making them. 240, If they be abſolute, with, 
out any Reſerve'for a beloved Sin. 3dly, If I make them 
in a deep Senſe of my own Inſufficiency to keep them, and 
in a humble Dependence upon Chriſt my Surety for 
Strength. | | 


nne r — —U—ä— 


* * * * * n \ 


OO 3 e bn 

Concerning the Excitation of Grace. n 

| | | | % | Nn. 
Q. OW ſhall you get all theſe Graces before menticn-Mhe 
3 ed, excited aud brought to lively Exerciſe, befor: n. 
yon come to the Table? T5 i 


A. I muſt uſe all the Means which God hath appointed ie 
for this End; ſuch as, reading and hearing the Word MW » 

_ Chriſtian Conference, retired Meditation, fervent Prayer, ne 
and frequent Ejaculations to God for the awakening Influt, 
ences of his Holy Spirit; and cry with the Spouſe, {wake pe 
O North-wind, and come, thou Sauth, blow upon my C ar. 
den, that the Spices thereof. may flow out. _ 
Q. What onght you to do, when ſpiritual Deadueſs dot 
continue after uſing all the foreſaid Meant? 

Al. I muſt go a little further in Humiliation and Prayer, 
and meditate more cloſly upon the Sufferings of Chriſt, and 
alſo act Faith upon him, as my Head of Influences fo 
Life and Quickning unto my dead Graces, and reſolve {til 
to depend upon him for needful Supplies of Life, accord 

Q How ought y eis to pray at this Time, /o as to prevail hd 

A. I muſt pray with Humility, Faith, Fervency and InWol: 
portunity, as knowing how much is at Stake, both witif|e 

. reſpe& to the Glory of God, and the Salvation of my Soul Wer 
I mult plead the Power, the Mercy and free Promiſe of GodWhr 

and the Merits of Jeſus Chriſt his beloved Son. 0 

Q For what Things ought you mainly to pray befor 
e en J bs 

A, For theſe Things: 1/}, For the Preparation of tiWot! 

Heart, and chiefly for ſanctifying Grace, and a fpiritugWen 

Frame of Soul. 2dly, For Life and Livelineſs to all the! 

Sacramental. Graces, and for the Aſſiſtance of the Spirit Meer 
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| Godin all the Parts of the Work. 340%, For the Cure 


% 


| #8 
til my Soul- diſtempers, and the Pardon of all Defeats. 
em, For much Nearneſs and Communion with God at his 
1nd Mrble. 5thly, For the Lord's graciqus Preſence both with 
ſor @liniſters and People through the whole Solemnity. 
Q. How ought you to be employed upon the Saturday- 
Evening and Sabbath Morning before Pai taking ? 
— [8 2. Beſides the Work of Self-examination and Excitati- 
on of Grace, I refolye to ſpend much of that precious Time 
a direct Covenanting with God on my Rnees, taking 
ind accepting of bim for my God in Chrift, and of Chril 
he Mediator in all his Offices, and in giving up myſelf Soul 
ind Body to be the Lord's, to be diſpoſed of by him in 
ime and to Eternity. Alfo, I will make it a particular 
ated{icce of my Preparation, to conſider, before-hand, how 
ordh will act when I go to the Lord's Table; how my Faith 
yer, And Love ſhall then be employed; what objects I will think 
oflut, and what Sins I will mqurn over; that ſo I may not 
ake,Mpend my ſhort Time there in Confuſion. 


Ar. 
401 7s 3 0 
oncerning our Employment whenat the Lord's 
ver | +. SANE. 
and a No» 1 
5 for Ti that ſuitable Gommunion-ſframe and 
>» ſtil Diſpoſition with which you would deſire to go 
cord the Lord's holy Table? 


A. I Would deſire to go to it with a humble believing, 
ail nd affectionate Frame of Soul, having in it a Mixture of 
d InWoly Mourning and rejoicing, which I look upon as a no- 
wille Communion-frame; I mean, Mourning: for my Sins that 
Soul Were. the Cauſe of Chriſt's Sufferings, and: Rejoicing in 
"GodWhriſt Jeſus that came to ſatisfy Juſtice for me. 
Q. How are you to be employed when fitting at the Table, 
nd Hen beholding and making Lie ef the Elements there? 
A. Iſt, T mult take a View of the Sufferings of Chyilt 
oth in Soul and Body for me; and particularly, I muſt re- 
ember the Anguiſh of his Soul, when he lay under the 
eſſure of God's Wrath for my dins. 2d'y, I muſt take a 
ew both of the Mercy and Juſtice of God, and. of 
. FF | Chriſt's 


of thi 
iritu 
all t 
irit ( 
ure 
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3 The Young Communicant's 
Chriſt's Love diſplayed in theſe Sufferings. 3d/y, I mull 
exert Faith in embracing a crucified Jeſus, and my Faith i 
to be attended with the Exerciſe of all the ſacrament! 
Graces, Repentance, Love, Thankfulneſs, &c. 4fthly, I an 
to be ſuitably affected with the amazing Sights ſet be. 
fore me. 5th/y, I am to make Vows and Prayers after 
Partaking, and before I riſe from the Table. 

See the ſhort Account of the Duty of worthy Partaking 
given before, p. 28. 3 3 

Q. Seeing Faith 35 the principal Grace in commun icat. 
ing, how is ir to be exerciſed and employed at this Time: 
A., Faith being the Soul's Eye to diſcern Chriſt, the 

Soul's Hand to receive him, and the Soul's Mouth to fee! 
upon him; it is to be employed at this Time in the mol 
active Manner, in looking to Jeſus lifted upon the Cros 
for healing our Soul's Maladies, in embracing Chriſt a 
our great Surety and Ranſomer, in fleeing into bis Wound 
for Shelter, in applying his Blood for Cleanſing, and ir 
pleading this Blood with God for all we want. . 
QM bat are the amazing Sights ſet before you at th: 
Lord's Table, which ought ſe much to affect you? 

4 They are, 1/!, The unſpeakable Evil of Sin, and 
God's infinite Diſpleaſure againſt it. 2dly, The Inexor 
ableneſs of Divine Juſtice in demanding Satisfaction for 
Sin. '3dly, The infinite Greatneſs of the Love of God to 
Joſt Sinners in providing a Surety and Sacrifice for them, 
and of Chriſt in becoming both. 4th/y, The great Worth 
and Preciouſneſs of Immortal Souls, and the Coſtlineſs o 
Pardon, and of eternal Glory. 5th/y, Chriſt dying, and 
yet, in the mean Time, conquering Principalities and Pow. 
ers, and triumphing over them upon the Croſs. 

Q. What ought you to vow when at the Lord's Table? 
A. That in the Strength of Chriſt my Surety, I will ab. 
ſtain from all known Sin, and make Conſcience of ever 
known Duty: That I will mind Religion as the one Thing 
needful, and make the Pleaſing of God the chief Buſinels 
of my Life. e 
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'Q. For what Things are you to offer your Requeſis « | 
/ Re PTY TIEN: | Pen q 
A. For Grace to preſerve my Livelineſs of Frame, fo % 


Strength to pay my, Vows, for Wiſdom and Skill to in 
| I] pro! 


Eon, G8100hifm. | 45 
Wroye a crucified Chriſt in my Akter-Life, for Furniture 
or future Trials, for Victory over Satan's Temptations and 
dwelling Sin; for Mercy to my near Relations, to my 
fother-Church ; and for the Enlargement of the Kingdom 
H Chriſt through the World. ARR 
Q In what Frame ought you to riſe and go from this 
boly Table? | 3 | 
A. 1ſt, In an admiring and thankful Frame, upon Ac- 
ount of redeeming Love. 2400, In an humble and watch- 
ul Frame, becauſe of the Snares and Dangers I am ſtill ex- 
doſed to. 3dly, In a believing and depending Frame, lean- 
ng on Chriſt, for Conduct through the Wilderneſs. 


rob Concerning our Behaviour after Partaking. 


1ſt, I will retire in ſecret, and ſolemnly on 
y Knees re-act what I was doing at the Lord's Table; I 
vill renew my Choice of God as my God, and my Accep- 
ance of Chriſt in all his Offices, and my Engagement to be 
he Lord's. 2dly, I ought to pray for the Continuance of 
Communion-frame with me when the Communion is 0- 


"DT TOY arc you to behave when the publick Verb is over ? 
d ir W 


f 
0 0 er. 3dly, I muſt ſet about Self. examination concerning 
hem y Behaviour and Succeſs at the Lord's Table. 
„ori Q How may we keep up ſomething of a lively Frame 


hen the Communion is over? © | 3 
A. In order thereto, we mult, 1ſt, Be jealous of Satan, 
xe World, and Heart-Juſts, that ly in wait to rob us of 
2d/y, Learn the Art of living by Faith, and of deriv- 
„ g Life from Jeſus Chriſt our Head for maintaining our 
1 26. ife. 34%, Still plead for the quickning Iufluences of the 
Joly Spirit, which muſt, like the Bellows, blow up the 
hing ire, and maintain it againſt all the cold Blaſts of the Devil 
Gel the World. 4th/y, Delight in the Company of lively 
briſtians. HET | | 50 
1 6 Q. Hew may we examine our Behaviour at the Lord's 
able, and diſcover if it was ſuitaole ? 43 
fa 4- We may take Comfort, if we can ſay, I/, We had 
im ere very low and abaſing Thoughts of ourſelves and our 
| | | own 
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mitting it to God, and walking humbly and tenderly be- 
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46 The Young Communicant'i 


own Righteouſneſs. Or, 24ly, We had ſomething of i 
Heart-melting Remembrance of Chriſt's Death and Suffer- 
ings, when the Signs and Memorials of theta were preſent- 
ed to us. Or, 3d/y, We were filled with Abhorrence of Wn! 
Sin that pierced him. Or, 4th j, We went in cheerfully 
with the Terms of the Covenant of Grace. 

Q. How may we examine our Succeſs, aud know if we 
have got any Good by this Ordinance ? 

A. We may diſcern it by ſuch Effects as theſe ; ft, It 
we have got any further Aſſurance of God's Love: Or, 
2d!y, If we have a greater Hatred of Sin than before. Or, 
34/y, If we have a higher Elteem of Chriſt. Or, 4%, If 
we have a greater Delight in Duty: Or, Ft, If we have 


* „ 


ſtronger Deſires after Heart-holineſs. Or, 61hly, If we 
have a better Reliſh of Ordinahees and their Uſefulneſs 
mag makes us reſolve to hang ſtill on about God's 
Han 
Q. What Heul be cur Converſattor aſtar this Velen, | 
Ordinance * © cl 
A. We ſhould walk clrevighveltly, and carry ſuitably toll 


the Lord's Dealings and Diſpenſations towards bare whether} 


we had Succeſs at it or not. al 
Q. How ought they to eng who have got no Good 1 oc 


this Ordinance? © ro 


A. 1ft, They mult ſearch i into he Cauſe, if it was Un- Ih 
belief, Sloth, Self, conceit, or any Sin reſerved, and mourm pra 
over it. 2dly, They miſtflee to the Blood of Chriſt foi pe: 
Pardon and Clhunkns. 3dly, They ſhould look out for a. ( 
nother Communion-Occaſion, and prepare for it more dili-I 
gently and ſelf-deniedly; and watch eſpecially againſt that 
Evil or Defect in their Management, which Conſcience} 
ſuggelts was the Cauſe of their bad Succeſs at the For- 
mer. 

Q. How ſhould they carry who. Fave got 0 00d at the 

Sacrament? 

A. 1ſt, They ſhould be thankful to the Author, and, 
like the Children of Zion, be joyful in their Ring. 200 : 
Record what they have got, that it may be of Ule to then 
in a Day of Clouds. 340, Study to preſerve it, by con: 


fore him. athly, Piry and pray for others under Dil 
courage 


4 
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Catechiſm. | 1 47 
a ouragement, and be ready to communicate their Experi- | 
Faces to them for their Support. 55, Study to recom- 
„nend Chriſt and Religion to Strangers, by a holy and ſhin- 
f Wing Converſation before all Men. 
y Q. What is that holy 8 0 enverſation which Cem. 
municants ſhould ſtudy ? 
5 4. It is a Converſation ordered aright, and ſuitable to the 
Rule of God's Word, to the Principles they profeſs, the 
Iigbts they have ſeen, the Benefits they have received, and 
r, Nhe Vows they have made. 
0 Q. What is it that makss our Converſation to ſhine he- 
tre the World? 
Ve A, When we have it adorned with Humility, Purity, 
ve Jultice, Charity, Meekneſs, Patience, Reſignation to God 8 
. Will, and Contentment in every Condition. 
95 Q. Are not the beſt of God s People in Hazard of mi: 
carrying after ſuch a Solemn Ordinance ? 
17 A. Les; as appears from the Inſtance of Peter and the 
Welt of the Diſciples, after the firit Communion. 
to Q. Whence i« it that we are in ſuch Hazard? 
ner A. It proceeds from theſe Things; 1/t, From the natu- 
al Inconſtancy of our Hearts. 2d{y, From that Security 
nd Self- confidence we are prone to, after Favours received 
rom God. 340%, From the Malice and Activity of Satan, 
ho ſeeks by all Means to enſnare us into Sin after the Sa- 
Wrament, that he may nen ie widen the Breach 
Petwixt God and us. 
Q. How ſhall we prevent B acl ſtiding, ad Nielding 10 
{Satan's Temptations after the Sacrament £ 
A. /, We mult labour to preſerve a warm Senſe of 
he Love of Chriſt in our Souls. 240), Maintain an ever- 
alting Jealoufy over our treacherous Hearts, and never 
ruſt them at any Time. 3d/y, Keep Chriſt our afcendeT 
orerunner {ti} in our Eye, and beware of loſing Sight or 
Thought of him. 43%, We muſt commit our Souls, by 
Tomble and believing Prayer, into the Hands of Gods 


Power and Mercy, as the Child doth itſelf into the Nurſe's 
Arms. 


QU E- 


_— QUESTI ONS for SeLr-EximinaTiOn, 


* e 


proper for Toung Communicants in examining the {Wmor: 
State and Condition of their Souls in ſecret, be- {W7 
fore their Approach to the Lord's Table; the 11 
which if they can anſwer in the Affirmative, or 
ſome few of them, they have Ground to hope er 
they are in a gracious State, and have a Right 
before God to this ſealing Ordinance. 


Qaelt. 1. AN I jay, that I am deeply aſtected about 

5 my Soul, and my eternal State, ſo that u 
great and leading Queſtions are, What mult 1 do to be fav. 
ed? What ſhall I do to be born again? What ſhall I do for 
the Holy Spirit to come and work a ſaving Change on me, 
and make me a new Creature, 

Q. 2. Have I been ſpiritually enlightned to ſze the Depra- 
vation of my Nature, and the Sinjulneſs of my Heart and 
. Life, fo as to be convinced that I am all as an unclean Thing 

before God ? „„ SO | 

Q. 3. Have I been mad: to ſte Sin as the greateſt Evll, 
and feel it as the greateſt Burden in the World; ſo an 
acccunt Deliverance from it the greateſt Happineſs 9 \ tre 

Q: 4. 1s my Spirit very lowly and humble before Cod? 
An truly low and vile in mine own Eyes, under a deep Senſe ve 
cf my Unworthineſs and Iil-deſervings, ſo as to cry with ib. 
Centurion, Lord, I am not worthy that thou ſhouldſt come] 
under my Roof; and with the Publican, God be merciful 
to me a Sinner! 5 5 | 

Q. 5. Have I ſeen my abſolute Need of Jeſus Chriſt to 
Veve me from Sin and Wrath, to reſtore the loſt Inage ef 
God, and io give me Grace and Glery, ſo that 1 am truly 
willing to part with all Things for Chriſt & 55 
Q 6. Have I been made heartily to approve of the Gif: 
pel-nethod of Salvation through the Satisfattion of Chriſt ? 
And is my Soul well pleaſed with the ſelſ=abaſing and 
Crace-exalting Way of ſaving Sinners by the Rightecuſne/: 
of another ® | PLE: he 

Do Q. 7 


| © Queſtions for Self Eanithidtion. © 9 

Q 7. Have I made Choice Cod in Chriſi the Nadi. 
„aer, am God and Portion? And can T ſay, That which 
e oel me to this Choice was a Sight ef the Vanity of ſeeks 
ing'a Reſt to my Sou / among the Creatures, and that its 
Happineſs lies in the E ay ment of i which 15 only to be 
had through Uhriſl. 

Q. 8. Have 1 a high Opinion 7 Jeſus Chriſt 705 Medias 
jor & Is he very precious to my Soul? Have ] ſeen a mate - 
efs Beauty in his Perſon, in his Offices and Fulneſs, and 
that the Fulneſ of the Godbead is in him, and all freely ex- 
bited for the Uſe of thoſe that come to him © 
9. Have I been helped to cloſe with God's Offer un- 
tome in the Goſpel, and to accept of this well=qualified 
Surety and Saviour in his Fulneſs, and ig hi, Gee, of 
Prophet, Prielt and King, and fo onthe him aj ede 
ovely ß, 

G 10. Have T bees determined to ber od frtender 
my ſelf unto the Lord, to be taught, ruled and ſaved by him 
. And have F given up all} have, tobe diſpoſed of by him'at bis 
iP leaſure ? Or, am I willing preſently todo ſo? » © 
ing * 11. Am I willing to renounce my wn Rightecuſat/s 

uſtification, and my own Sirength in var hn yon 

ll, * to look to Chriſt as my Surety and Head for botb, ſay- 

i, In the Lord Jefus only have I Righteculpeſe anc 
ſtrength * . 

Q. 12. J. Jeſus Chriſt 8 to my Sen / as » King) 425 

ell as a Prieſt, ſo that I am as willing to be eres by, r 

Laws, as to be juſliſed by his Righteouſneſ\ ſs ? * 

Q. 13. Have I got new Diſcoveries f Tf ipir ritaal * Mga 
Wenly Things, which I had not before 2 Do I fee' a Reality 
a future Liſe and G lory, an Awfulnefs i in'Eternify, an 
: mptineſs in this World, a Worth in my Soul, an Evit- 
Sin, and a Beauty in Chriſt and Holineſs, which 1 your 


ot before? 


Q. 14. Do I ſeek more earneſtly after the 2 of God 


G of Wbrough Chriſt, than after any earthly Gom fer? or H 
iſt a phatſoever? © 
at 


| Q. 15. Do T1 ſtudy the Things which pleaſe God ad make 
or his Glory ? And do I prefer bes Intereſt above the Inte- 
ul Tu World, or cf the Fleſh ? 

D Q 16. 


. e for. Self. Eaemnivietion, 
R's 7 1 RP indwelling Sin, and the Corruption and Plague, 
of my. Heart my aily Grief and Burden 2 Do 1 truggl: | 
Ad ſtrive againſt them, and long for Deliverance,. crying Ml A 
with the Apoſtle, O wretched. Man that I. am, who ſhall 
deliver me from this. Body of Death? ., .- 

Q.-17: Can I ay, that 7 have Reſpect to all God's Com: 
mandments ? that I conſcientiouſly practiſe whatever I dis. 
cover to be my Duty ? that I dare neither emit. Duty, when 
ts —_ it, nor dare J venture hes. any Sin againſt my 

i 

D. 18. Can I (ay, asT here not omit Duty, „ as little dare 
I reſt upon it that I ſee my. Prayers have Need of, Par. 
don, and my Tears need to be. waſhed in Chriſt's Blood,: And 
vherefore 1 can. find no Reſt to the Sale of my Foot, 4. 
in my Cantioner” perfect Righteouſneſs? ?? g 

Q. I9. Can I ſay I am truly grieved in Heart for yl 
that pierced. Coriſt, and am ready to put a Bill of DivorcW rei 
into the Hand of every Luſt, yea,. the moſt beloved Idol, re- Ct 
ſolving. never to give Harbour to aa. ＋ the Traitor or. Ene. joi 
mies of my Lord? De 

20. Can I ſay that I Fu Chriſt with my Hearty. an 
that Ican appeal, to himſelf as to the Truth and Reality i _ 
it, tho" it be but weak ?. and that it is my great Grief. A. to 
4 cannot get my Heart to love him more? wa: 

Q. 21. Can I ſay, that I breathe after great Grafoenia Wh. 
10 God both in Heart. and Life, and that I de ſire Heart vil 
* i more than any temporal Thing whatſoever © and anc 

1c oft with. the P/almiſt, O that my Ways were di. | 
— to keep thy Statutes? ' \ 
a2. Gan | ſar, that I am truly deſirous ef Gunner 
and Fellowſhip. i Cod in the Duties of Religton? and that 
T lock upgn that Pr ayer, th 2 Sermon, that Sabbath as lol, 
where 1 hed nothing of bis gracious Preſence? 


: Now let young Communicants retire in leerer 25 pul- 
ring theſe Queſtions to their Souls, as in the Preſence < 
Dy of Cod; and let them wait till Conſcience give Anſwer is n 
0 then: But ſee that they do this, when Way! 4 are ing'ive 
he beſt Frame, Web 


7 2 % F % A 
a 
4 4 


per — 


= - =, - = 
Foes © J "4 ba. x 
— — = = p—m_— x7 N — - — Pn IA re EST EDN a 4 £9 = JH 2 * 
— —— — 1 — — : . — nt _ NIE — 5 = ——— 
— — — ————ß5— — — — — — RT 2 = Enna. Ho. FOES. — n = WI = — L 5 < 2 2 - 2 
— — — — — 8 —ꝛ = 8 7 _ ts 2. CD — r L L N ar tn - -— 4 = : 2 
— 9 — —— 4 — — —— — — — — —— — - a * — — 2 — — 2 — 2 0 4 _—— Sw — — 1 — — $-ot> — — 4 > — — 2 SES = * 
= G — — 2 — = Iz = =IJ — 2 IJ _ — — - — K— — — = — — — 
— N * — XX == . — — — — — — 2 _ — — — 2. = ——_ — — — CN — = . 2 
— — CES * — —— — -Y — — - — — be 2 2 ——- Ig — — — — RN * = 
— — — —— —— — — — = - — — — = — = 2 — — — — ——ů— © tp r — — — —— ͤ— — 2 - - 2 : 
—— — — — > —_ — — — — — — — Inno ͤU—AWd * . — — — — — 2 nw 2 — 4 * — — , — — — — — 
— = — — = — —B . IE — — — — = — Soak: - 
— — — — S — 2 T —— : . — — — — — — - . — —— . — ͤ— NS. _— - - — - 
— — — — — — — — — — OY — L > _ - — — —— ———— ͤ — = - T 
— Cu RN INES WERE. — LI - — * WEE OE IEEE 6 Dr 2 * bc 3 — — — > — = — _ * 232 ” K n. * ä 
1 


51 


A PRO P 0 SAL was young N 
their expreſs Renewing their | Bapti/mal En- 
gagements, before their firſt Admiffion to the 

LORD T ABLE: Which Practice might 

„be much for Edification eſpecially, if duly 

managed, and done with ſome Solemnity be- 

fore Witneſſes, ſuch as 3 Elder, and 
other Young e. 


nelt. 1 HAT moves you to * Acce 3 to the Lord' 
© W Tables 4 0 


As. The Lord's Command, and becauſe I deſire to 
renew my Baptiſmal Engagements, and declare myſelf a 
Chriſtian by my own free Choice and Conſent, and would 
jon woke unto the Lord by my own Went Act 1980 
Dee 

Q. 2. Why do you deli todo /o ? Ne | 
5A. Becauſe, when I got the firſt Seal of the: Gove, 
hat Mito wit, Baptiſm, I knew not what was done for me, nor 
vas I capable to conſent to my parents Deed; but now, 
ni) when I am come to ſome Knowledge and Capacity, I am 
271 Nwilling to declare, that I make Religion my free Choice, 
andi and reaſonable Service. 

di- Q. 3. Why do yon come ſo early 2 will it not be ſoon e- 
nough to mind Religion in old Age? 

A. No; for beſides that I may die young, theſe who 

neglect Religion, and give up themſelves to the World, 


from which few do recover. 

Q. 4. H hat is the moſt proper Seaſon fo ſeek Acquain- 
put · N lance with Chriſt and Religion? 
ſence . A. The Time of Youth, becauſe in this Age the Heart 


wer is more eafily melted, and the Habits of Vice are nat ſo 


re ia rivetted as aharwite; and becauſe God has * De- 
ligbt in early Piety. 


Q. 5. What Views then have you got of your natural 
State and Condition? | | 
D 2 4 1 


or the Fleſh in their Youth, do fall into Hardneſs of Heart, 


i 
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A. I do ſee it to be a moſt ſinful, wretched and help. 
leſs Caſe; I am.condemned to periſh under a Load of Guil 
and Wrath, having broke the'Covenant of Works, which 
I cannot fulfil, offended the Juſtice'of God, which I cannot 
ſatisfy, and lolt the Image of God, and my precious Soul, 
which I cannot recover, O what hall 1 dd to be ſaved! 

Q. 6. To what Airth do you look jor Relief ? ; 

A. Only to Jeſus Chriſt, who hath, in his free Love to 
loſt Sinners, undertaken as” Surety and Mediator in the 
new Covenant, which is exhibited and ſealed to Believers 
at the Lord's Table. 

Q. 7. What Views have you got of that "OWED, which 
is there ſealed ? 

A. I fee the Way of Salvation laid down in it, thro 
the Suretiſhip and Righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, to be an 
excellent Contrivance, well-ordered in all Things and 
ſure. I look upon it as a Device every way Worthy of 
God, and of i — Wiſdom, and I do heartily approve of 
1 conſent to it, and deſire to come and venture * Soul 
and eternal Salvation upon it. 

Q. 8. What think you of the Love of God, that was the 
Spring of this new Covenant ? 

A. view it as wonderful * amazing ; ; I mie the 
Love of the Father, in contri ving and ſending his beloved 
Son to execute it; I admire the Love of the Son of God, 
in undertaking to be Surety and Sacrifice for loſt Sinners 
of Adam's Race, when the ſinning Angels were paſt by, 
and left to periſh for ever; and I admire the Love of the 


Holy Ghoſt, in undertaking to apply that Redemption 10 lok 


elect Sinners, by working in them Convetion, art hand 
on, and Faith in Jeſus Chriſt. 


Q. With what Frame ved Diſpoſi ion do you come 40 


renew your Bapti ſmal Covenant? 

A. I deſire to be ſenſible of my Guilt in breaking this 
es in running away from Chriſt's Colours, in go- 
ing over to Satans Camp, and in ſtanding ſo long out a- 
gaigſt Chriſt's Calls and Offers: And I deſire now to return 
to the Lord as a penitent Prodigal, and a mourning Back- 
flider, with my Face Zzjon-wards, weeping as I go, willing 
to renew my Baptiſmal Vows with others, ſaying, Cone 


let 1 join ourſelves to the Lerd in an everlaſting Cove. 
þ n Aut, 


a 


4 


the Baptiſmal Vow.” 8 
nant never, to be forgotten. And, in a Word, I deſire to 


p. No to a broken Chriſt with a broken Heart. 

ult to. What is that Baptiſmal Vow or Covenant, 
ch Mw hich you' deſign'to renew'? e e . 
ot 4. According to my Engagement and Dedication in 


Baptiſm, I deſire expreſſly to own and acknowledge the 
only living and true God as my God in Chriſt, as he offers 
himſelf in the Covenant of Grace: and to give up myſelf, 
to oul and Body to him, to be for him, and not for another, 
he And I deſign in the moſt ſolemn Manner, to go and re- 
ers MWnounce all the Enemies of the Holy Trinity, to wit, the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh ; and to declare my Ac- 
ch {Mceptance of Godthe Father as my Father, of Cod the Son 
as my Redeemer, and of God the Holy Ghoſt as my Sanc- 
o Meifier ; in whoſe bleſſed Name I was baptized, and to 
an {MWwhoſe Service and Glory I was dedicated, 85 
nd Q. 11. What do you think of Jeſus Chriſt the Medi- 
of Nator of the Covenant ? | 3.5 
ol i A. I think him a matchleſs Perſon, and an excellent 
ul Hand all- ſufficient Saviour; And I am content to accept 
of him in all his Offices, namely, as a Prophet to in- 
he Mftruct and teach me, as a Prieſt to atone and interceed 
for me, and as a King to rule in me and over me. 
the Q. 12. What do you think of your own Righteouſneſs 
ed Hand Strength with reſpect to your Saſvation ? 
d, A. I look upon my own Righteouſneſs and Strength as 
ers inſufficient to anſwer the Demands of God's Law, and 
Jy, {Wherefore I renounce them, and flee to a Surety for both, 
the laying, In the Lord Jeſus I have beth Righteouſneſs and 
ok Strength: And I am content and reſolved to make Uſe of 
rſi · I borrowed Strength for my Performing of Duty, and of a 
borrowed Righteouſneſs for my Acceptance in Duty. 
4% / Q-13, How do you like this ſelf. denying Way of ſav- 
122 leſt Soul? 5 TD), „ 
bis BY A. Iam well pleaſed with it, as it makes me an eter- 
al Debtor to free Grace, as it doth exclude all Boaſting 
nd.Glorying in the Creature, and aſcribes all the Glory o 
my Salvation to Chriſt only ; as it takes the Crown off the 
Miead of Self, and puts it upon the Head of glorious Chriſt. 
2. 14 How do you reliſhthe Kingly Office of Feſus Chriſt? 
ne A. I am 'well-pleaſed therewith, and content to take 
ve: LT + 8 D 3 Chriſt 
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to be inſufficient to ſuit the Soul's Deſires, and that they are 


| R 


* 


545 ' The Renewing of _ 5 
Chriſt as a King to govern me by his Laws, as well as a 
Prieſt to ſave me by his Blood, : Nay, I am deſirous he 
may come in as a King, and execute his: Kingly Office 
in my Soul; that he may ſet up his Throne in my Heart, 
ſubdue indwelling Sin, and conquer all my rebellious 
Lofts ee ien. tal: 1 

Q: 15. What View have. you. of the Holy Ghoſt, th: get 
third Perſon of the Trinity, and of his Office in the | 
Buſineſs. of ſaving Souls? Loy 


A. I look upon him as the bleſſed Applier of Chriſt's vn 
' Purchaſe, unto me, and do accept of him as ſuch ; and 1 an. 
am willing to give up myſelf to him, to convince, en- 0 
lighten, renew, ſanctiſy and guide me: And I believe he fo. 
is as willing and ready to make the Application, as Chriſt I be 
was to make the Purchaſe; and therefore I deſire to truſt i 0 


him for this bleſſed Effecrtet. . 
16. V hat think you of the Things of this World at; 
a Portion to the Soul ? | 


A. Ilook upon all its Profits, Honours and Pleaſure, 0 


— : - My . * U 
nothing but Vanity and Vexation of Spirit; and therefore 10 
L will never ſet my Heart upon the World as my Portion: I er 


It is only the Enjoyment of God reconciled in Chrilt thi 
can afford compleat Satisfaction to my Soul; and thi; 
only I chuſe for my Happineſs and Portion. 
Q. 17. hat do you think of the World to come? 
A. I look upon it, and the Things thereof, as awful, 
certain, and very near. I look: upon Hell as the eterna 
Habitation of Unbelievers ; but I view Heaven as the 
Cauntry and  Dwelling-place of the Followers of the 
Lamb, with whom I deſire to join, to ſeek that Coun 
try, and dwell with him for ever. a. ho 
18. What do you think of a holy and religious Life 
A. Tthink a religious Life, or a Life ſpent in the Servic 
of God, and in Communion with him, the moſt-pleaſant 
and comfortable Life that a Man can live in this World. 
19. How do you thinb to attain to Holineſs for lis 
r 100 N 


wy 


* — 


1.4 1 look upon Jeſus Chriſt, as the Purchaſer of Holi 
neſs, as well as of Happineſs,. as he, whe by his Death hat! 
obtained the Holy Spirit to, effectuate the New Birth, an 


form 


\ 


EEG, . the Baptifſmal Vow, 35 
orm the Image of God in his People: And therefore 1 
defire to come to Chriſt and his Blood for Sanctificati- 
on, as well as for Juſtification; for Conformity and Like- 
» Wneſs to God, as well as for Acceſs to Fellowſhip and 
dus communion with God : And I will plead, that he may 
ſend. bis Holy Spirit into my Soul, for producing Holi- 
neſs, and all the Graces of the Spirit. 
the Q. 20. What View have you'got of the Promiſes of the 
no Covenant and their Uſefulneſs ß 
"WF 4. I look upon them as the Ground of all my Faith 
and Hope, and 1 defire to make daity Uſe of them, and 
to plead them with God for Furniturevand Strength to per- 
form every Duty, and for Perſeverance and Through- 
bearing in all the Steps of my Pilgrimage; and J reſolve 
to have Recourſe to him in every Strait and Difficulty. 
Q. 21. As gon profeſs Willingreſi to accept of God 
in Chriſt 'as your God, Are ye not alſo willing to de- 
dicate yourſelf to him for his Uſe and Service? | 
8 42. Yes, I am willing (I hope through Grace) to give 
up and ſurrender unto the Lord myſelf, and all that be- 
longs unto me, my Soul and Body, with all their Pow- 
ers, Faculties, Senſes, Members 'and Enjoyments, to be 
Iuſtruments of his Glory, and to be diſpoſed of by him 
for his Uſe and Service at his Pleaſure. 8 9 
Q. 22. How do you inſtruct your Willingneſs to give up 
and ſurrender the Powers and Faculties of your Soul un- 
to the Lord? | | 
A. I think I am willing to dedicate and give up my 
Underſlanding to the Lord, to contemplate his Perfecti- 
ons, and know my Will; my Memory to him, to retain 
and treaſure up his precious Promiſes and Counſels; my 
Will to him, to chuſe and refuſe every Thing according 
to his Will, and to comply therewith in all Things; 
and my Conſcience to him, to be his Deputy, to accuſe 
and excuſe according to his Direction. . 
Q 23. Do you alſo re ſigu and give up the Paſſions and 
Aﬀetions of your Soul unto'the Lord? © 
As. Yes, I give up and dedicate my Paſſion of Grief, 
to the Lord; to mourn for every Thing that is offenſive 
to him; my Hatred, to abhor every Thing that is hateful 
to him; my Deſires, to long for his Preſence ; my Love, 
to embrace and entertain him; my Delight and 7h, 4 
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to diſcern and reliſh his Sweetneſs and Excellency in theſper 
Creatures; my Tongue, to proclaim his Praiſe, and com- 4 


| Reople.; ; and my Feet, to walk in Paths pleaſing to him. 


_ pierced him, and deſire to throw them out of my Heart, 


Pr their Solicitations ? 


n 


The Rinrwinig ＋ 


| ſolace myſelf, and to acquieſce bergen in him as my 4 


Soul's Portion and Happineſs. is | 
Q 24. In uhat Reſpefts do you reſ gn your ai Sen. lum 


fes and Members to the Lord? cce 


A. I give op my Eyes, to read his Word, 20 beholdW7;o 
his wondrons Works; my Ears, to hear ble Word, and epr 
attend to his Cöunſels; my Taſte, Smell and Feeling, 


mend his Ways and Service ; my. Hands, to help his 


Q 25- How 4% 0 reſign Your" Wer and Com. 
fort, to the Lord? 

A. I relign my Time, my Health, my Talents, my Op: 
portunities, my Relations, my Gifts, my Intereſt, my Power, 
my; Wiſdom, my Subſtance, my. Honours, my Reputation, 
and all I have in the World, unto the Lord, to be employed 
and diſpoſed of by him for his Glory, as he thinks proper. 

Q. 26. What View have you now of Sin, and of theſe 
Sins you once eſteemed as your Right hand and Night- eye? 

A I ſec and abhor them as the Enemies and Crucifiers 
of my Lord Jeſus, and as the very Nails and Spear that 


and to cut off every Right-hand and pluck out every Ri ght. 
eye, and to renounce all Ungodlineſs and all beloved Luſts, 
and to caunt no Sin too dear to * with for Jeſus Chrill 
my Lord, 
Q. 27. What do you think nou of Companions in Sin, 


A. Lam convinced of their Folly, and reſolve never to 
follow the Multitude to do Evil, nor to join them in any 
of the common Sins of the Age, but ſtedfaltly (through 

Grace) to avoid the Snares, and reſiſt the Temptations of e- 
vil Company: ſaying with the Pſalmiſt, Depart from me, ye 
Evil-doers, for I will keep the Commandments of my Cod. 
28. What Thoughts have you, of the People F God, 
and theſe who be ar 15 Image 

A. I look upon them as God's precious Jewels, the ex- 
cellent Ones of the Earth, and the molt deſirable Company 
in the World. 6 
& 29. But what will you think of them when you wo 
them | few and ee ? 


4p the” Baptiſmal Vom. ; 9 
A. I reſolve through Grace, to join Chriſt's little Flock, 
is praying and ſin-hating Flock, tho' they be few in 
en. Number; I delire to love them above all others, and to 
ccept of them as my Fellow-travellers to the Heavenly 
old Eten, and that, notwithſtanding of their being deſpiſed or, 
and Weproached by the World. as 8 8 
„ Q 30. Butwhat do you think of the Croſs, and of ſharp 
theWPer/ecution, that ſometimes attend the owning of Qhriſl 2 
dm. A. I deſire to take Chriſt with his Croſs, as well as with 
lishis Crown; and to welcome the World's Hatred, Re- 
„ PProaches, Injuries, or any kind of Trouble or Perſecution 1 
om. Nnay meet with for owning of Chriſt, his Truths and Ways. 
Q 31. What think you of the holy Scriptures? | 
Op-: A I believe they are indited by God's Spirit, I valve them 
er, ſWbove all Books, I accept of them thankfully as a Guide 
on, thro” the Wilderneſs, a Light to my Feet, and a Lamp to 
yed ny Paths, and as a Treafure of Comforts and Cordials 
per. Wuitable for me in all Caſes and Difficulties, which I deſire 
bee Mays to ſearch into, and ſtudy to be acquain ted with. 
e? G32. What do you think of the Lord's Bos f i 
A. I regard it as holy and honourable, and as a ſtanding 
Feltimony of the Perfection of Chriſt's Sacrifice. I look 
pon it as the beſt Day of the Week, as being Chriſt's 
eckly Market-day for needy Souls, which I reſolve to im- 
rove carefully for getting Proviſion for my Soul through 
he reſt of the Week. Bo | 
Q 33- What do you think of Gofpel-ordinances® _ 
A. I look upon the Mord, Sacraments, Prayer and 
Praiſe, to be God's Inſtitutions, and Means of conveying 
to race to Souls. I thankfully accept of them, as needful 


any WHelps in the Way to Heaven, and as Fryſting-places be- 
ugh wixt God and my Soul; and I deſire to make it my main 
f e- rrand in attending them to meet with him therein. 

„% Q 34. What do you think of the Lord's Supper that you 


a 


ave in View ? | 
A. I look upon it as Chriſt's Banqueting houſe, and 
pritual Feaſt, which he in his Love hath provided for re- 
- Welhing and ſtrengthning his People's Souls, while travel- 
ng through this Wilderneſs. I deſire to bleſs God for it, 
ad to accept of it as a rare Privilege, a Quickner of Grace, 
Memorial of redeeming Love, and a Pledge of Chriſt's ſe- 
ond Coming. | 4 „ 


9 


3 De Reneuing ef 
2. 35. What do you think of the Duty of Prayer? 
As. I look upon it not only as my great Duty, but alſo a 
an honourable Privilege, ſeeing hereby I have Acceſs to 
converſe with God: and therefore reſolve, through Grace, 
to live a Life of Prayer and Acquaintance with God in 
and through Chriſt all my Days, and that I will always g 
to God and eonfult with him in all Cafes and Difficulties. 

Q. 36. What do you think of the reſt of the Duties; 
Chriſtianity, andof all theſe which the Moral Law injoins ? 
A. I look upon the Law (which Chrilt hath adopte 
into the Covenant of Grace, as a Rule of Life to his People 
to be holy, juſt and good; and the Duties injoined by i 
to be moſt reaſonable, calculated for the Glory of God 
and his People's good. The Goſpel, which is the Doctrine 
of Grace, doth ſtrongly enforce this Law, by teaching u 
Sobriety. with reſpect to ourſelves, Rightecuſneſs with re 
ſpe& to our Neighbour, and Codlineſs with reſpect to God 
And the Love of Chriſt doth mightily conſtrain us to the 
diligent Performance of all theſe Moral Duties. 

Q. 37. What db you think ef the Rods and A fftiftion 
which attend the Children of God? _ 

A. I believe they are fatherly Chaſtiſements for the 
Sood; and that they are wiſely and ſeaſonably orderet 
by him, who hedges up his People's Way with Thorns 
that they may not find their crooked Paths: And there 
fore I deſire to ſubmit to the Rod, as the needful Diſci 
pline of Chriſt's 'Houſe ; and to welcome his Correct 
ons and Reproofs, as well as his Comforts and Smiles; ant 
to bleſs him for Afflictions as well as for Mercies. 

Q. 38. What do you think of the Life of Faith? 
A. I believe it to be the moſt happy Life, and that | 
ought to be the daily Life of God's People while in th 
World. And I deſire to ſtudy and learn this noble Life 0 
Faith, and of Dependence upon the Son of God, and t 
make daily Uſe of his Blood and Righteouſneſs to cov: 
my Guilt, and of his Grace and Strength to enable me t 
perform Duty, conquer Sin, reſiſt Temptation, and be 

Affliction. | FF 
Q 30. What do you think ef the Spiritual Wars 

which Chriſt calls you tos 

A. I look upon that War as juſt and honourable ; an 
therefore do-come in as a Yolunteer at the Sound A 
| = Goipe 


Ws 72 Baptiſmal Vow. 5 59 
zoſpel-trumpet, to liſt myſelf a Soldier under Chriſt's Ban- 
er. I do for ever abandon the Devil's Camp, and am 


billing to ſwear Allegiance to King Jeſus, to take up Arms 
or him, and to fight againſt his Enemies, the World, the 


ace is mes 7 
evil, and the Fleſh, all the Pays of my Life. I reſolve 
ever to make Peace with theſe Enemies, or agree to 4 


eflation of Arms. I will never wittingly or willingly re- 
t, nor give Harbour to, the Boſom-traitors of indwelling 
ults and Corruptions ; but under the Conduct of my glo- 
ious Captain, and in his Strength, I will carry on the War, 
ill 1 attairr to that compleat Victory which is promiſed to 
Il Believers in Chrilt. „ | 0 
30% Q 40. What do you think i theſe who are Deſerters 
rind Run-aways from Chriſt's Standard ? 
A. I look upon them as guilty of the greateſt Madneſs, 
nd expoſed to the greateſt Wrath, ſeeing Chriſt's Sol car 
ode uo Pleaſure in theſe who draw back from him: And 
herefore I purpoſe, thro Grace, to keep cloſs by my Cap- 
ain, and to adhere to his Cauſe and Intereſt all the Days 
pf my Life. L 4892 
Q: 41. In whoſe Strength is it. that you engage to all 
the heſe Parts and Articlei of the Covenant © . 
A. Only in the Strength of Jeſus Chriſt my Head and 
durety, who hath undertaken. tor me, and promiſed to 


pr ö 
= make his Grace forthcoming to me. Wherefore I altoge- 
Ji ſober diſtruſt my own strength and Reſolution, and betake 


yielf to borrowed Strength. Ireſolve never to truſt in my 
Promiſe to Chriſt, but in Chriſt's Promiſes to me, that he 
ill never leave me nor forſale me. 
Q-'42. Will you ſatisfy yourſelf with a publick Profeſſi» 
rn, and in engaging to theſe Things bef:re Men? | 
A. No: I will, thro' Grace, profets and declare all 
heſe Things alfo in ſecret before God. And I will give my 
:onfent to all the Parts and Articles of God's Covenant of 
race, in the moſt ſerious and ſelf-denied Manner; and 1 
ill, by Grace, bind and engage myſelf to them, by enter- 
ng into ſecret Tranſaction, or perſenal Copenamit with God 
bro” Chriſt; before I come to take the Seal of God's Cove- 
ant. And afterwards I will adventure, in his Strength to 
ppproach to his holy Table, to ratify and ſeal this Bargain 
xefore Men and Angels, . £ 
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An Example of a young Communicant's ſecret Tran 
acting and Covenanting with God, before his Ap 
pe bach to the LORD's Table. 

* A LMIGHTY GOD, and Creator of all Things 
X Thou didſt make Man at firſt upright and happy 
“but by the Fall he is become molt ſin ſul and miſerable. 


acknowledge, that by Nature I am an Enemy to thee, 4 


© Child of Wrath, and a Slave of Sin and Satan. I have 
been a Tranſgreſſor of thy Laws from the Womb; ane 
it is a Wonder of thy Patience that thou haſt not made 
* me a Monument of thy Wrath in Hell, long before this 
* Time. O! What will become af me to all Eternity, if! 
5 abide in this State? | $* | 
I have heard there is Mercy in God to loſt Sinners thro 
* the Blood of a crucified Jeſus, which revives my droop- 
ing Soul. O can this Mercy reach the like of me ! But 
* ſurely, the viler Sinner I am, thou haſt the fairer Oppor- 
* tunity of ſhewing the freeneſs of thy Love, and the Ef. 
© cacy of thy Son's Blood, and if I he a Sharer of it, eter- 
* nal Hallelujabs will be ſung to the Lamb of God on my 
Account. I do therefore come and caſt myſelf down at 
* the Feet of infinite Mercy, and plead for it, according to 
© thy Promiſe thro? Jeſus Chriſt thy dear Son. 
0 FATHER of Mercies, and Father of my Lord 
© Jeſus Chriſt, I am now ſenſible of my Sin and Folly, in 
* rebelling-againſt thee, and going over to Satar's Camp: 
I deſire to return as a penitent Prodigal to my heavenly 
© Father, confeſſing my Guilt, and willing to join myſelf 
© unto the Lord in an everlaſting Covenant never to be 
forgotten: O Father, 1 have ſinned againſt Heaven. and 
in thy Sight, and am no more werthy te be called thy 
Child; but happy would I think myſelf, if I were ad- 
mitted to the meaneſt Station or Room in thy Family. 
I defire to magnify thy free Love and infinite Wiſdom in 
contriving a Way of Salvation to loſt Sinners through a 
Mediator, and in ſending thy eternally beloved Son to 
be the Mediator and Surety for ſatisfying thy Juſtice for 
them, and for purchaſing Grace and Glory to them. Ac- 
© cording to thy Command, I deſire to put Honour * 
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Perſonal Covenanting. 61 
thy Son, and heartily to approve of this Device of Sal- 
vation, as every way worthy of God; and to fall in with 
it in all Reſpects. O pity thy own Creature, the Works 


manſnip of thy Hands; go over thy Work again, and, 


upon Chriſt's Account, create me new after thine own n 
Image, that I may be fitted for thy Service and Glory: 
© © BLESSED Jeſus, I admire thy Love in. undertak- 


Jing to be the Surety and Sacrifice for loſt Sinners, and in 
making Offer of thy Blood to waſh the like of me; Wel- 


come, Lord Jeſus! I do here diſclaim all other Ways of 


Salvation, and betake myſelf to thee, as my only Me- 
i diator and Saviour: I do embrace thee in all thy Offices; 


and give up myſelf to be ſaved, taught and ruled by thee : 
L accept of thee as my great High Prieſt, to atone for 
my Soul, and plead my Cauſe with the Father, by thy 


J meritorious Death and powerſul Interceſſion: I renounce 


all my own Righteouſneſs and Worthineſs in the Buſineſs 


Jof Juſtification and e eee with God, and avouch 


thee alone as the Lord my Righteouſneſs: 1 accept of thee 


Jas my great Prophet, and give up myſelf to thy Teach- 


ing and Inſtruction, that I may be conducted by thee 
through this Wilderneſs, and brought ſafe to Heaven at 
laſt; O for Wiſdom to follow thy Directions! I do ac- 
cept of thee as my King, ſwear Allegiance to thee, and 
heartily conſent to thy Laws and Government ; let thy 
Throne be ſet up in my Soul, and all thy Enemies there 


made thy Footſtool: I accept of thee for my Hus and, 


and conſent to the Marriage-Covenant in all its Articles: 
l accept of thee as my Captain, and liſt myſelf as a Sol- 
dier under thy Banner, to fight, in thy Strength, againſt 
all thine Enemies: I go in with all thy Goſpel-Terms, 
and am well-pleaſed with the ſelf-denying Way of Sal- 
vation propoſed therein: I am content to be an eternal 
Debtor to free Grace, and that the Glory of my Salvati- 
on be for ever aſcribed to Jeſus Chriſt my Surety. a 
* 0 HOLY SPIRIT, I thankfully accept of thee as 
the Applier of my Redeemer's Purchaſe, and do welcome 
thee to do thine Office in my Soul, to work Faith in me 
to believe the Goſpel, to bring about the Change of the 
New. Birth, and to renew all my Faculties. To thee I 
am beholden for all the good Motions and Inclinations 
| © excited 
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62 Perſonal” Covenanting. 
excited in me; O let them be continued, and the good 
Work carried forward in me to berfection: I do chuſ 
thee for my Quickner, Sanctifier, and my Director thre 
all my Pilgrimage: I yield myſelf to thy Influences and 
Conduct, and deſire carefully to attend to all thy Mo 
tions and Convictions, both in performing my Duty 
and in abſtaining from Sin; O work Grace in me for tha 
Effect, and enable me always to ſtudy and chuſe thi 
Things that are pleaſing to thee. ee 
According to my Baptiſmal Vows, I do here renounc 
and abandon all the Enemies of the holy Trinity, the 
Devil, the World, and the Fleſh; and I do here ſorren: 
der mylelf unto thee, FATHER, SON, and SPIRIT, 
One GOP, to be thine and only thine; thine and not 
the Devil's, thine and not the World's, thine and not 
my Lull's, thine and not my own : I deſire with my 
whole Heart to chuſe and avouch thee to be my God and 
everlaſting Portion, and alſo to devote and dedicate my: 
ſelf, Soul and Body, and all that belongs unto me, to be 
Inſtruments of thy Glory, and to be diſpoſed of for thy 
Uſe and Service. O do thou henceforth ſet thy Mark up. 
on me, as a Child born to thee, and formed for thy 
Proiſe ; ſtamp me with thy Image, that I may be diſtin- 
guiſhed, ſet apart, and conſecrated for thy Service and 
Glory all my Days. mY ft en BIRT 
And ſeeing, above all, thou requireſt the Heart, I do 
here make an offer and Surrender of my Heart unto thee; 
Lord, take it and form it for thyſelf, make it intirely 
new, make it ſoft, tender, plyable and holy; put thy 
Fear in it, and write thy Laws on it, that I may ſerve 
thee continually, and never depart from thee; Lord, 
here give my Conſent to thy entering in and taking Poſeſ 
ſion of the Throne in my Soul: Be therefore caſt open, 
all ye Doors of my Soul, that the King of Glory may en- 
ter in, and dwell for ever. I have found my Heart ver) 
corrupt, wicked and deceitfu}, and will no e pre- 
tend to manage it; but I give it up to thee, to bring e- 
very Thought and Inclination in Subjection to thee. | 
© 1 ſee the World is nothing but Vanity and Vexation of 
Spirit ; I will never any more ſet my Heart upon it, but 
endeavour to conquer it, and ſubdue my Inclinations to 
— 5 4 6 Its 
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Nerſenal Copenanting. © | 63 
oo: 1 place my Happineſs only in the Enjoyment of God. 
bull. L view Heaven as my Country and Dwelling-place, and 
bro L will henceforth ſet my Face Heavenward, and ſpend my 
aud Life here in God's Service, and in Communion with him, 
Mo chat I may be meet for the heavenly State. 
uty Iwill always look upon Sin as the Enemy of God, and 
tha the Crucifier of Jeſus Chriſt my Saviour, and will purſue 
it to Death; I will never follow a Multitude to do Evil, 
but will join myſelf to the People of God, tho' they be 
deſpiſed or perſecuted: I take -Chrilt with his Croſs, as 
well as with his Crown, and I cheerfully ſubmit to the 
Rad and Diſcipline of his Houſe : Lord, if thou wilt un- 
dertake that thy Grace ſhall be ſufficient for me, I ſhall 
think nothing too difficult to attempt, or too much to 
ſuffer for thee. I deſire to learn the Life of Faith and of 
Prayer; O teach me it; that I may make daily Uſe of 
Chriſt my Surety, both for Juſtification and Sanctification, 
me. for Strength to perform Duty, bear the Croſs, and reſiſt 
o be Temptation: I look unto thee to ſend forth the Spirit 
| into my Soul, to aſſiſt and ſtrengthen me ſor every good 
Word and Work. Heavenly Father, I take thee for my 
- thy Father, I take Chriſt for my Life, I take the Spirit for my 
Guide, I take thy Word for my Rule, thy Promiſes for 
and my Encouragement, thy Teſtimonies for my Counſellors, 
thy Sabbath for my Delight, thy Ordinances for my Tryſ- 
1 do ting-place, thy People tor my Companions, thy Glory 
hee: for my End, Holineſs for my Way, and Heaven for my 
eel Ie e636; Ents 
thi © Lord, I have no Might or Strength to keep or perform 
rv any Thing I have engaged, but undertake all in my Sure- 
-d, 1M ty's Strength, depending upon his Promiſe, that he will 
of. never leave nor forſake me: In the Lord: Jeſus only have 
pen, I Righteouſneſs and Strength; O Lord be Surety for thy 
yen. Servant for Good; give always what thou requireſt, and 
then demand what thou pleaſeſt. 8 
And as an Evidence of my Sincerity in this ſolemn Pro- 
ſeſſion, Dedication and Engagement, I am willing to ſub- 
ſcribe with my Hand unto the Lord, as I am warranted, 
Ms why, 5." 1 Ne 
Wow I am thine, Lord ſave me. 
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64. P OS TC NIN. 
S for theſe who may incline for a different Form, and 
one that may be more ſuitable to their Caſe, let then 
or their Help in drawing it up, bear in mind theſe four 
Branches of a Covenant:tranſaction witli God, RenunciaÞ 
tion, Acceptation, Dedicaticn and Engagement ; and they 
may enlarge and be particular upon them, or any of them, 
as it may belt ſuit the Conditions of their Souls. 'F 
Under the Head of Renunciation, we may enlarge upon 
our abandoning and forſaking the World and its Allure. 
ments of Profit, Pleaſ ure, Honour and Power: Satan and 
all his tempting Baits; the Fleſh and all its Luſts, our belov- 
ed Idols, our inward and outward Sins, and our ow? Righ- 


* 


te ouſie ſt in Point of Juſtification, G. 5 | 
Under the Head of Acceptation, we may inſiſt upon our 
chuſing and cloſing with God the Father, the Son, the Holy | 
_Gholt ; Chriſt as a Prophet, a Prieſt, a King, a Huſband, aÞ 
Surety, a Shepherd, a Captain, Cc. God's Covenant; bis 
Promiſes, his Word, his Precepts, his Sabbaths, his Ordinan- 
ces, his People, his Providence, his Rod, his Croſs, &c. 
Under the Head of Dedication, we may expatiate upon 
our reſigning and giving up to God ovr. $3uls, with all their 
Faculties, Underſtanding, Will, Memory, Conſcience ; and 
their Aﬀetions, Love, Hatred, Joy, Sorrow, Hope, Fear: 
our Bodies, with all, their Senſes and Members, Heads, 
Tongues, Eyes, Ears, Hands, Feet; our Enjoyments, and all 
the good Things we. poſſeſs, ſuch as our Health, Strength, 
Gilts, Interelt, Wiſdom, Power, Reputation, Subſtance, Re 
lations, Times, Opportunities, &c. | | 
Under the Head of Engagement, we may run out in re 
ſolving, promiſing and yowing, in Chrilt's Strength, to ceaſ 
to do Evil, and learn to do well; and to avoid all outward 
Sins, and theſe which have moſt eaſily beſet us, whether Ly 
ing, Swearing, Intemperance, unjult Dealing, Sabbath-break 
ing, Cc. to ſubdue all iu ard Luſts, as Pride, Paſſion, Co 
vetouſneſs, Unbelief, Ec. to perform all commanded Dutie: 
both inward and wutward, as keeping of the Heart, beliey 
ing, repenting, meditating, examining ourſelves, reading 
hearing, praying, Family-worſhip, Sabbath-ſanctification 
c. and alſo we mult mind to engage to the Life of Faith, th 
Life of Prayer and Thankſulneſs, the Life of Communioi 
with God, the Life of New-Obedience, Cc. 
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